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Sola scriptura 4 
 
 

The hath God said…? of Genesis 3 reverberates down the rolling centuries of 
time, echoed by every soul intent on rebelling against that which God has 
provided to leave us all without excuse, ie. Creation, the conscience and most 
particularly the Holy Bible, all of which point to and find their fulfillment in 
the Lord Jesus Christ. 

The hath first spreads that germ of doubt which enables the fallen soul to 
engage in sin, to allow it residence and to enact its every impulse and wayward 
suggestion.  The reference to God is really endeavouring to question 
the originating authority of the Word, lowering it to man, ie. was it really God 
who revealed these things, or was it not rather Adam or Moses or Paul, or 
anyone other than the Creator?   

The said implies a sense of disbelief, firstly that the eternal God has 
inscripturated His will to us mere mortals, and secondly that God would be so 
particular and clear about what His law demands and how we can be delivered 
from its penalty.  The fallen man delights in fuzzy, mystical, subjective feelings 
and words that empower self and give licence to every form of deception and 
sin. 

The Bible, however, permits no loopholes, provides no backdoors, requires no 
IQ, class, race or gender test ... But whoso hearkeneth unto me shall dwell 
safely, and shall be quiet from fear of evil (Pro 1:33).  The offer is thrown wide, 
as wide as the world.  No one is uninvited.  Dear reader, what price would you 
pay for a clear conscience and a sense of righteousness and reconciliation with 
the holy Judge of all souls? 
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The fallen will 

 

‘We need material evidence!’ 

cry modern priests of common sense, 

though of what kind they won’t define 

‘What’s wrong with you with us is fine!’ 

  

‘We want specific artifacts!’ 

state atheists, reciting facts, 

though ignorant of Bible’s content 

‘With that book we’re discontent!’ 

  

‘We like those things which take us back!’ 

claim carbon-daters, on our back, 

though missing all the vital links 

‘We’re solving all you try to jinx!’ 

  

‘We worship nothing but pure science!’ 

sings the secular alliance, 

though ironically they lie 

‘We will evolve, we’ll never die!’ 
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Sola fide 4 

 

Oh what a difference grace makes, our faith but the mechanism through which 
originating grace operates, for by grace are ye saved through faith (Eph 
2:8).  By grace … through faith.  What else could explain one person being left 
to their own devices whilst another altered, transformed into something 
altogether different? 

Ominous are the words Then entered Satan into Judas surnamed Iscariot (Lk 
22:3), and wise is s/he who realises that were it not for the grace of God 
through Christ, there would be nothing within ourselves that could resist the 
power of the devil.  Solemn are the words Satan hath desired to have you 
(v.31) spoken to Peter and to every soul chosen from before the creation of the 
world and blessed undeservedly and unreservedly by the Most High. 

In case we are tempted to trust in the mechanism by which we are saved or 
the person of Peter as some kind of spiritual father, we are reminded that all 
the glory belongs to God, for Peter and all redeemed rebels have depended not 
upon the faith produced within, but upon the faith received from Christ 
above.  In this sense, our pale, pockmarked faith in Him is but the reflection of 
His never-failing faith in us: 

                      But I have prayed for thee, that thy faith fail not (v.32) 
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I can’t 

 

I can’t fight Satan in my strength 

he knows my depth and breadth and length, 

and sin is still a part of me 

I’m dead, without faith’s weaponry. 

  

I can’t resist the world alone 

though worldliness I can disown, 

until the day my body dies 

the rebel’s voice within me cries. 

 

I can’t depend upon my heart 

for feelings congregate then part, 

my mind beholds eternity 

then thoughts do tend to vanity. 

  

I can’t endure a single day 

if Christ for me did never pray, 

sad Peter counted on the Rock 

bad Judas counted up, took stock. 
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Sola	  gratia	  4 

 

The more one pores over the holy Scriptures, the more one sees how apart 
from grace there is nothing in them to attract the flesh.  Little there seems to 
be beyond Genesis 1 & 2 which seems like good news to the fallen human 
mind.  All seems to be judgement and condemnation; no possibility of arriving 
at perfection, earning righteousness, or achieving anything other than a sin 
stained self righteousness continually undercut throughout all the 
unfolding pages. 

Contrary to the fallen human instinct to begrudgingly respect the external 
trappings of religion, the direst warnings of Christ Jesus were aimed at the 
nominally religious, at those privileged ones who should have known better. 
Paul's epistle to the Romans provides us with a one chapter diagnosis of the 
world followed by a ten chapter treatise on the peculiar perils associated with 
outward, organised religion. 

In the opening of that epistle, words associated with human passivity and 
Divine glory can be seen to emanate from every line.  Received, called, 
beloved are all polar opposites of our pride-filled sense of self which yearns to 
have achieved, mastered and controlled this business of life, summed up 
in the words of a celebrated worldly poem, 'I am the captain of my soul'.  Were 
it not for God's gracious love shed abroad in our hearts (Rom 5:5) how we too 
would be worshippers of a false religion or worse, false worshippers of the true 
religion. 
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Look 

 

Look not down upon another, 

friend or foe or sister, brother, 

for by grace you have been saved, 

you still have sin, though it be staved. 

   

Look to Christ and be forgiving, 

daily die to petty living, 

all your glory’s from the cross, 

illuminating all your dross. 

 

Look at sin but see the blood, 

remember Noah in the flood, 

remember Jonah sinking deep, 

as God kept them, you're His to keep. 
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Solo	  Christo	  4 

 

The glory of Christ is at times overwhelming, and words cannot do Him 
justice.  Take Colossians 1, for example, where the apostle Paul uses 
grammatical particles in ever increasing ascendancy to express the pre-
existing and perpetual operation and activity of Christ in creation and 
regeneration: of his dear Son (v. 13), in whom (v. 14), through his blood (v. 
14) by him (v. 16), for him (v. 16), before all things (v. 17), in him (v. 19). 

This is followed in due course by conveying something of our blessed identity 
and position in Him: In the body of his flesh (v. 22), in his sight (v. 22), Christ 
in my flesh (v. 24), Christ in you (v. 27), perfect in Christ Jesus (v. 28).  It 
is as if there is no higher form of grammatical closeness and intimacy which 
can be employed to express the amazing, most exalted and 
unmerited condition of being a Christian. 

It reminds me of the apostle's inability to express his paradisiacal 
experience which he described as being unspeakable and not lawful for a man 
to utter (2 Cor 12:4).  But praise God that this is so, for the body of Christ, 
unlike the organisations and cultures of the world, will bring the unlearned, 
unesteemed seeker into mutually loving and full fellowship with the seasoned, 
sanctified saint. 

Surely all we who were once individually and corporately blinded by the god of 
this world (2 Cor 4:4) can now say together by God's grace that, whatever 
losses, crossess or failings we may experience in this world, nevertheless we 
have the mind of Christ (1 Cor 2:16). 
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Christ’s 

 

Oh everything’s now second best 

for I have entered holy rest, 

my old attachments have come loose 

He’s taken off my worldly noose. 

  

Oh everything’s been made anew 

as Jesus Christ ever foreknew, 

that I’d one day see I was lost 

I’d realise what sin has cost. 

 

Oh everything’s been reconciled 

the Son in my place was reviled, 

was offered up for all my sins 

old things have died, new life begins. 

  

Oh everything’s now last not first 

for holy water now I thirst, 

I’m hungry for the bread of life 

I earn no living, Christ’s my life. 
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Soli	  Deo	  Gloria	  4	  
	  
	  
	  

There is the eternal glory of the Godhead which existed before our creation 
came into being:  And now, O Father, glorify thou me with thine own self with 
the glory which I had with thee before the world was (Jn 17:5).  There is the 
glory of the unfallen created order, which knew neither separation nor 
banishment from its Creator:  And one cried unto another, and said, Holy, 
holy, holy, is the Lord of hosts: the whole earth is full of his glory (Is 
6:3).  There is the glory of the fallen image bearers, willingly intoned in the 
heart of every redeemed sinner who has been made a saint through the 
meritorious work of Another: But the God of all grace, who hath called us unto 
his eternal glory by Christ Jesus, after that ye have suffered a while, make you 
perfect, stablish, strengthen, settle you. (1 Pe 5:10). 

Then there is the glory of recognition by which every fallen image bearer 
must confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father (Ph 
2:11).  And there is the glory which men endeavour to withhold and deny but 
which nevertheless still is:  And men were scorched with great heat, and 
blasphemed the name of God, which hath power over these plagues: and they 
repented not to give him glory (Rev 16:9).  This glory is a glory which 
demonstrates the sovereignty of the Creator, the awful power and majesty of a 
Being through whom all things have had and will ever have their being. 

And yet the notion of 'glory' is not one which resonates in that awful place of 
separation; hell.  For the reflected glory of God in sinners saved shall be 
brought into the new heaven and new earth:  And they shall bring the glory 
and honour of the nations into it (Rev 22:6), but reference to God's glory 
although necessarily present in the righteous judgement of impenitent 
sinners, is not enlarged, elevated or explored in the Bible's final few chapters 
but rather is negatively affirmed: there shall in no wise enter into it any thing 
that defileth, neither whatsoever worketh abomination, or maketh a lie: but 
they which are written in the Lamb's book of life (v. 27). 

May the Lord graciously draw in many more souls through that blessed and 
only Door before the end shall come.  Although He will have glory in mercy 
and in judgement, yet He delights in answering our foreordained prayers, 
having no pleasure in the death of the wicked; but that the wicked turn from 
his way and live (Ez 33:11). 
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The	  point	  of	  no	  return	  
	  
	  

Every foul, ungodly pleasure  

every time of stolen leisure, 

will be paid for, after death 

in hellish climes’ infernal breath. 

  

Every chance to turn and seek 

all times the Lord did seem to speak, 

will be charged to your soul’s account 

your living death, the full amount. 

 

Every pang of conscience killed 

impenitence, deceit self willed, 

will be forever dwelled upon 

God’s image lost, yet never gone. 

  

Every thought of gratitude 

dispersed among the multitude, 

will be in hell, no mercy, how? 

rejecting Christ, you’re Satan’s now. 
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Total	  depravity	  4	  
	  
	  

From Babel to Nasa, mankind has consistently striven not merely to live, to 
exist, to prosper but rather to transcend, to do good, to be not just in the 
image of God but, as it were, to be God!  Despite our claims of cold-blooded 
rationalism it has evidently not been enough for us to act and behave as 
intelligent animals, for everything about us cries worship! adore! progress! 
and perfect!  Sadly, that has taken a twisted turn in recent generations, and 
there are now core areas of human existence (eg. marriage, justice, education) 
in which the Creation ordinances of Genesis are barely recognisable.  Of 
course this has been revealed to us in advance by the word of God in 2 
Timothy 3:1-7. 

The fall of part of the angelic order in this regard may be illuminating, in that 
the implied Lucifer, son of the morning, is described by the inspired prophet 
as being self-corrupted because of his beauty and by reason of his brightness 
(Ez 28:17).  It was as if the greatness of the creature could not handle the 
greatness of the attributes with which it was endowed, and hence would serve 
as a lesson for us to be content with the condition in which we find ourselves 
upon the earth. 

Likewise, the fall of the human order can be instructive in that it came about 
not merely because of the beauty and prospect of ingesting something hidden, 
something extra. Rather, our self-corruption came about due to a staggeringly 
hubristic desire to be as gods (Gen 3:5), and to make one wise (v. 6), as 
if being created, blessed and privileged in Eden were not enough. 

Just about every movie and video game created these days, hints at a general 
dissatisfaction with the human condition as it is, and a desire to somehow 
transcend it via a super-human or techno-miraculous way.  This fallen world 
is in dire need of heeding that kingly cry which can help to put it in its rightful 
place, foregrounding to us our common mortality ....  Put them in fear, O 
LORD: that the nations may know themselves to be but men (Ps 9:20).  The 
saved children of God are also warned away from any hint of worldly-minded 
self-reliance:  Know ye that the Lord he is God: it is he that hath made us, and 
not we ourselves; we are his people, and the sheep of his pasture (Ps 100:3). 
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This	  dying	  world	  
	  
	  

To threaten man’s autonomy 

his third world false economy, 

is that which truly does offend 

for then this rule of self must end. 

  

To say this is a dying world 

the remedy in Christ unfurled, 

upsets the human applecart 

our kingdoms perishing with art. 

 

To say we’re sinners from the Fall 

that Adam sinned so then did all, 

upends our see-saw of good deeds 

and sends us to Another’s deeds. 

  

To threaten man with punishment 

is what the world thought Moses meant, 

but Jesus came to die for you 

in Him you die, to rise anew. 
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Unconditional	  election	  4	  
	  
	  

For every believer there was a time of wilful, oblivious darkness, a time when 
we were [...] without Christ, being aliens from the commonwealth of Israel, 
and strangers from the covenants of promise, having no hope, and without 
God in the world (Eph 2:12).  Such hopeless emptiness is hard to fathom once 
one has experienced the new birth and been delivered from it.  To compare 
such a birth to being an astronaut would to some extent illustrate the 
enormous sense of uplift and protection, but the clever analogy ultimately fails 
to convey the intimate, quotidian reality of spiritual transformation.  One 
could indeed travel millions of miles away from earth and still remain 
untransformed, dead in trespasses and sins, completely alienated from God's 
kingdom. 

Who or what then, made the difference?  Did we of our own ability or volition 
one day just start to listen to our consciences?  Was it our fledgling faith or 
gradual repentance which started to stack up brownie points to grant us 
eventual entry into this kingdom?  A thousand times no, because not one soul 
upon this earth could or would raise themselves from the dead.  Lazarus is a 
prime example of our spiritual deadness.  It was as if the Lord Jesus waited a 
while longer than was strictly necessary, in order to completely put to rest the 
slightest hint that anything of human decision or inclination was involved, 
that it be not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the will of man, but of 
God (Jn 1:13). 

If you are a believer, nothing less than God's unconditional election of you is 
the sole cause.  Nothing in you wanted the things which are of Christ, for in 
you are things which war against the soul (1 Pe 2:11).  In fact, all of us who no 
longer walk in our old ways but rather as strangers and pilgrims (v.11), have 
been summoned from the dead and are now the living citizens of God's 
kingdom, rubbing shoulders with the walking dead.  But surely there are many 
more souls who have been elected to be raised up and clothed with 
a righteousness alien to their own natures.  Now is the time to dwell among 
and converse with them, for today is but one day closer to it being too late. 
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In	  foreign	  righteousness	  
	  
	  

In foreign righteousness I stand 

my soul by faith does understand, 

that all my sins were put on Him 

my life, though darkened, will not dim. 

  

In godly judgement do I speak 

within myself, where there’s a leak, 

for conscience brings to me my worst 

wretched yet blessed, for Christ was cursed. 

 

In alien holiness I think 

my worthy thoughts in Him I link, 

and all my foolish thoughts are mine 

amazing, that He paid my fine. 

  

In heaven’s love I daily walk 

a love beyond all human talk, 

for by His blood He sprinkled us 

who hate our lives, who love Jesus. 
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Limited	  atonement	  4	  
	  
 

In every era there seem to be certain challenges to the Word of God; different 
but fundamentally the same set of challenges manifesting themselves 
in various different ways.  In the days when the Lord of Glory walked among 
us in the flesh, it is a remarkable thing to consider that those who witnessed 
visible miracles occurring before their very eyes still, many of them, did not 
come to Christ for salvation.  Solemn is the following reply to the apparent 
pleas for outward signs and blessings or as modern secular apologists might 
say, 'evidence': 

But I said unto you, That ye also have seen me, and believe not.  All that the 
Father giveth me shall come to me; and him that cometh to me I will in no 
wise cast out.  (Jn 6:36-37) 

In these days of techno-dolatry, Western influenced culture seems to mirror 
this challenge of demanding to have in our hands a set of proofs or body of 
satisfying evidence.  We are often media-led to consider the 'scientific 
evidence vs. religious faith' debate, as if these are twin towers which must ever 
remain apart and at war.  Here, though, the Lord addresses those who would 
make a 'god' out of evidence, who would make evidence the litmus test of faith 
as if the one could eventually evolve into the other, given enough time. 

The truth is that, no matter how much evidence we have the human heart is 
hardened, deadened, resistant and hostile to the gracious Light of the 
world.  The 'evidence vs. faith' debate is a false one, a smokescreen which 
Satanically blinds us to the true battle within.  For we WILL not come to 
Christ in submissive repentance and faith.  We WILL not let the glorious Light 
of conviction and conversion in.  We WILL not admit or listen to the evidence 
of Creation and conscience because our hearts are full of rebellion, sin and 
self-righteousness, loving darkness rather than light (Jn 3:19). 

It is not that the Creator's salvation is diluted by the creature but that 
salvation is a sovereign thing which is entirely of God's (to us) 
mysterious will.  There is no one who is excluded from the call to come to 
Christ but (as God has foreordained) many have excluded themselves by 
refusing to dwell upon the claims of the Bible, rendering it 'Classified', top 
secret, something which threatens to swallow up their declaration of 
human independence.  This needn't be you if you will but seek God on His 
terms, not on your own. 
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Extremists	   	  
	  

 

Blind Bartimaeus, short Zacchaeus, 

simply were not satisfied, 

one had too much, one not enough, 

extremists both, we cast aside. 

  

And then the Lord came walking by, 

one on Him spied, one to Him cried,   

the Lord looked at them, rich and poor, 

He took one’s rags, the other’s pride. 

 

Blind Bartimaeus, faithfully, 

got up as Christ drew him aside, 

while short Zacchaeus, joyfully, 

shared out his gold, with Christ inside.  

  

How treacherous - the seeing eye, 

inverting every image spied,  

distorting all - the fallen mind, 

a 'god' that says that God has lied! 
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Irresistible	  grace	  4	  
	  
	  

According to Romans 7, the apostle Paul delights in the law of God (v. 22) and 
yet sees another law (v. 23) within himself which is opposed to his new 
nature.  So it is with every believer.  By grace one is drawn to Christ through 
no merit or desire of self.  After the new nature has been imparted, the old 
nature is still there and the struggle begins. 

The Old Testament personifies this in the first proto-Messianic kings, Saul 
and David.  Saul is outwardly attractive and appears to rule well, but then 
rapidly deteriorates.  The prophet announces the solemn judgement upon the 
old king and divine installation of the new:  And Samuel said unto him, The 
Lord hath rent the kingdom of Israel from thee this day, and hath given it to a 
neighbour of thine, that is better than thou. (1 Sam 15:28) 

So Saul (flesh) will live on in wilful denial of the truth of God and relentless 
hostility towards it.  Meanwhile, David (Spirit) is irresistibly drawn to the 
Lord, and is destined to be an overcomer.  At each stage of their spiritual 
battle there is a respite and a return to what they are by nature:  So David 
went on his way, and Saul returned to his place.  (1 Sam 26:25) 

In the end David (Spirit) must live and Saul (flesh) must die; there cannot be 
two kings ruling on the throne.  Similarly, the saint experiences a 
victory which, even this side of eternity, exposes and outstrips the limits of 
mortal glory:  Nay, in all these things we are more than conquerors through 
him that loved us.  (Rom 8:37) 
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Satan’s	  lies	  
	  
	  

Satan’s lies at first appeal 

then make you think you have a meal, 

but gradually from you they steal 

they'll starve you till you cannot kneel. 

  

Satan’s weeds at first just poke 

they may at first appear a joke, 

but gradually they try to choke 

they'll suffocate, they’ll go for broke. 

 

Satan’s pleasures tantalise 

they come in every shape and size, 

then gradually solidify 

they almost seem to satisfy. 

  

Satan’s times, now in God’s hands 

will slip from time to fiery sands, 

but first each one in Christ will rise 

will be released, will realise.  
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Perseverance	  of	  the	  saints	  4	  
	  
	  

And Asahel pursued after Abner; and in going he turned not to the right hand 
nor to the left from following Abner.  (2 Sam 2:19) 

It is possible to pursue earnestly, zealously and yet not according to 
wisdom.  There are many things one might like to pursue but it may not the 
Lord's will for one to do so.  One's 'Abner' might seemingly be for the greater 
glory of God's kingdom, but it might not be God's will for you.  How many 
reformed churches contain young men who dream of being a pastor?  And yet 
how many of those young men are not called to be a pastor and so fritter away 
much valuable time hankering after something to which they were never 
called? 

One's 'Abner' might be something of a more secular nature, such as career 
advancement, personal success, health, wealth or happiness.  It is not the 
Lord's will for these to be pursued to the detriment of increasingly honest and 
heartfelt daily devotions, simple trust in Christ Jesus, and loyal and regular 
fellowship with the local brethren.  That is not to say that such things do not 
have their place, but to obsessively pursue them is foolishness. 

As the Lord beckons us through another calendar year may we each more 
honestly review our lives, prayerfully identifying false pursuits, dead ends, 
fleshly and Satanic distractions so that we may not pursue our particular 
'Abners' but Jesus the author and finisher of our faith; who for the joy that 
was set before him endured the cross, despising the shame, and is set down at 
the right hand of the throne of God. (Heb 12:2) 
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Fine	  yourself	  
	  
	  

Speed camera Christian, please slow down 

don’t speed away from Christ today, 

your destination’s up not down 

your hellish fine His death did pay. 

  

Oh office Christian, gossip not 

don’t listen as they tear apart, 

pray for their souls, don’t join their rot 

repent they must or will depart. 

 

Oh Sunday Christian, please sit down 

don’t worship worship, turn today 

to Him Who came from heaven down 

to turn us from our hellbound way. 

  

Nominal Christian, offer not 

your righteousness, just filthy rags, 

depend upon the Saviour’s lot 

He’s making mansions, need no bags. 
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Sola	  scriptura	  5	  
	  
	  

It is remarkable that the Lord Jesus fasted for 40 days; even more remarkable 
that during that time he was incessantly tempted of the devil (Lk 4:2).  As with 
His baptism, the lesson of the three recorded temptations is of practical 
importance for all believers. 

Firstly, the devil attacks our PRIORITIES.  Knowing that every word of God 
(v. 4) is indeed precious to the true believer, he instead endeavours to get us 
to minor in the word of God and major in the bread alone (v. 4), so that the 
things of this world become our main priority.  It is his desire for us to become 
fruitless believers, in a bid to stop God's treasure from influencing our 
earthern lives. 

Secondly, he attacks our fundamental PURPOSE.  Under the guise 
of outwardly respectable, perhaps prestigious yet ultimately time-sapping 
worldly opportunities, the devil will promise us all this power (v. 6) so long as 
we become progressively cooler towards the deep things of God, eg. Bible 
study, prayer, fellowship, meditation. 

Thirdly, he attacks our PERSEVERANCE.  The third temptation is the only 
one of the three in which he quotes Scripture.  Yet he twists things in such a 
way that the duty of zealous, heartfelt perseverance in Christ gets 
transmogrified into a lukewarm wallowing in God's preservation of us, as 
we presume upon Him to keep us (v. 10) as we aim to do nothing in 
particular for Him. 

Our true and proper resting should be upon sola scriptura, as seen in the 
way in which a (humanly speaking) drained Jesus Christ stolidly recites three 
verses from Deuteronomy.  Our blessedness and usefulness in God's kingdom 
will abound as we consciously seek to live more and more by every word of 
God (v. 4), resisting the temptation to cherry-pick. 
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The	  Stronger	  
 
 

Satan, man's greatest opponent 

Satan, sin's primal exponent, 

was defeated at the Cross 

as promised - bruised; eternal loss. 

  

Satan, scripturally well versed 

our ancient foe, tempting, rehearsed, 

yet not a match for Christians true 

a pied piper of rats untrue. 

 

Satan, leading souls astray 

most fears the soul which starts to pray, 

the rest like pigs within his palace 

blindly snort at Bible's arras. 

  

Satan, mocker of the Christ 

did tempt Him thrice but realised, 

that through the cost of Calvary 

the Stronger purchased victory. 
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Sola	  fide	  5	  

	  

We are exhorted to take the shield of faith in Ephesians 6:16, for it is only as 
we see ourselves in Scripture that we see ourselves at all.  Only when the 
world's twisted, ungodly images of us are filtered or deflected do we begin to 
see ourselves as God sees us, and live progressively more Christly lives.  The 
first four of God's ten commandments can help us to do this, so long as we are 
looking at them through faith in Christ: 

1.  Thou shalt have no other gods before me (v. 3) can help us to deal with the 
blinding light of Satan, outlined in 2 Corinthians 4:4.  As one thinks upon the 
1st commandment and how Christ alone did fully keep it, one's mind is 
protected from beholding other gods which will ultimately ruin our testimony, 
making shipwreck of our faith (1 Tim 1:19). 

2.  Any likeness of any thing (v. 4) refers to that intimate connection between 
the eye and the mind, thus linking the 1st with the 2nd 
commandment.  Anything which could distract us from beholding more and 
more of God's glory is to be put away or at least held at arm's length, never to 
be embraced or coveted.  We are in the world (Jn 17:11) but not of the world 
(v. 14), a paradox that only a believer can understand. 

3.  The tongue, the medium through which souls are saved (Rom 10:4) can be 
a source of great evil if abused (Ja 3:8).  In vain (Ex 20: 7) surely applies to 
unbelievers and believers alike, in that a loose or shallow use of God's name is 
universally admonished.  The unsearchable riches of Christ (Eph 3:8) are such 
that they can never be exhausted, and so must render the thinking or uttering 
of His name to be undertaken thoughtfully, wondrously, humbly. 

4.  Behind the mind, the eye, the tongue dwells the person.  Our whole walk is 
to be interrupted and checked, one day in seven.  We are to Remember (v. 8) 
God, so that our weekly approach to life will be regulated and submitted to His 
will.  Our bodies need rest that our souls be more alive. 

The shield of faith, then, is the whole word of God which is turned to, opened 
up and meditated upon by the struggling yet joyful Christian soldier:  He 
layeth up sound wisdom for the righteous: he is a buckler to them that walk 
uprightly. (Pro 2:7) 
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The	  mask	  

 

The mask that slowly we become 

is shattered at conversion, 

the sinful clay we used to love 

is now to us coercion. 

  

Meanwhile the world is still at work  

to form its Babel version,  

our roles are scripted day to day  

to God there is aversion.  

 

The uniforms we tend to wear  

are styled in Satan's vision,  

from wigs to hats to skirts to jeans  

we mirror television.   

  

And yet God is longsuffering  

so patient His decision,  

your narrative needs saving faith  

without it, there's perdition. 
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Sola	  gratia	  5	  

 

When one is born again, it is almost a thing of sadness to contemplate 
returning to the world from which one was saved, there being an urge to 
depart, and to be with Christ; which is far better (Phil 1:23).  However, it is 
God's pleasure that we do return to live to His glory, and He gives us the latter 
half of His moral law to help us in our earthly, heavenward journey. 

5.  The honour (Ex 20:12) due to parents is a solemn one, because that 
relationship more than any other represents the relationship of Our Father to 
a soul saved by grace.  The closeness of mother to baby or father to child 
cannot be equalled in any other earthly way and all other versions of it 
(teacher-student, employer-employee) echo the original which in turn 
honours God. 

6.  We can kill (v. 13) in many ways; verbally, socially, emotionally, politically, 
militarily.  There are, of course, isolated occasions when there is a just 
cause.  However, in the main one is not to be angry without a cause (Mt. 5:22), 
and you are even to love your enemies (v. 44) without cause!  Such causeless 
love reflects the causeless love of Christ for the sinner saved by grace. 

7.  Adultery (v. 14), whilst impossible for the true believer to desire or to dwell 
in, is nevertheless a temptation which may serve as a barometer of our daily 
devotional warmth. When prayers and Bible reading dry up, adultery will 
come a-knocking, the spiritual being the precursor to the mental then God 
forbid, the carnal.  

8.  To steal (v. 15) by the use of one's tongue, hand, mind or money, to build a 
private Babel, can happen in the realm of work, play or even religion.  When 
Christ Jesus the Lord is not the object of our desire we steal away our gifts 
from Him, and need again to give ourselves back to our Owner, as a living 
sacrifice (Rom 12:1). 

9.  To bear false witness (v. 16) is for the believer a life which is 
indistinguishable from a worldly, unbelieving life.  If we allow ourselves to 
become the world's friend in the wrong sense of that phrase, then we are 
losing our true witness and will lose our privileged position as bearers of 
spiritual fruit. 

10.  To covet (17) in itself is not a bad thing, for we are urged to covet earnestly 
the best gifts (1 Cor 12:31).  However, if the eye does not fill itself with the 
godly things of this world (Bible, prayer, Christian literature, God-honouring 
music, sweet fellowship), then it will inevitably covet the worst gifts, which 
may end up becoming self-inflicted punishments. 

May the Lord bless us along our solitary journeys, as we draw nearer to each 
other in Christ. 
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Thank	  God	    

 

Thank God God only knows the heart,  

that bodies touch yet are apart,  

for even in a new born's breast  

a cold war rumbles, not pure rest.   

  

Thank God God only knows the mind,  

that even to ourselves we're blind,  

for even in a new born's head   

takes place a struggle, sin though dead.   

 

Thank God God only knows the soul,  

that in our trials there is a goal,  

for even in a new born's day  

there dwells a darkness, held at bay.   

  

Thank God God only knows the world,  

before and after, all unfurled,  

for all whose life is God the Son 

there's forgiveness, forget the sun. 
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Solo	  Christo	  5	  

	  

It is hard to imagine the agony of being in hell.  In the gospel of Luke we get a 
glimpse of it when Lazarus complains that he is tormented in this flame 
(16:24).  It is interesting to notice how he calls for a heaven-dwelling finger, in 
order to alleviate the pain being experienced in his hell-dwelling tongue. 

The earth-dwelling tongue only stops being set on fire of hell (Ja 3:6) when 
the spiritual fingers of Christ Jesus the Lord are put into one's ears and the 
ears are opened (Mk 7:33-35).  Before that time our tongues are full of deceit, 
and the poison of asps is under our lips (Rom 3:13). 

The apostle Paul arguably did more good with his finger than he ever did with 
his tongue.  Being restricted to confined quarters in Rome, he could do very 
little with his tongue.  Therefore, I write these things being absent, he said, 
knowing well that power had been given him to edification, and not to 
destruction (2 Cor 13:10). 

May our hearts burn within us (Lk 24:32) for all the right reasons, as we 
consider not only that we have the word of God but that it is Christ himself, 
the God-man, who has personally opened to us the scriptures (v.32).  May our 
tongues remember that it is He who has granted them the Spirit of adoption 
(Rom 8:15), and the soothing sincerity of confession (Rom 10:8-10). 
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Iceberg	  
	  
	  

We only see the iceberg's tip  

our lives being lived as on a ship,  

and so we see the Saviour's pain  

and dare to think we can explain. 

  

But oh the depths of judgement, hell  

deeper than earthquake, magma well,  

the punishment of one soul there  

transcends the whole of earth's despair. 

 

The Saviour suffered all our loss  

compressing all upon the Cross,  

for souls like stars or grains of sand  

He bore God's wrath, for none could stand.   

  

God's judgement mankind terrifies  

for all have sinned and dwell in lies  

but Christ came here to sacrifice  

your guilt is burning?  Seek His ice. 
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Soli	  Deo	  Gloria	  5	  

	  

It is a sad thing when saints lose the passion, the joy and amazement of their 
first love (Rev 2:4).  Daily duties, distractions and preoccupations inevitably 
come in, and it is for us to set before us Him who has transformed us from 
being arrogant, worldly subjects to heavenly-minded citizens. 

The religious pharisee Saul is described as having fell to the earth (Acts 9:4), 
trembling and astonished (v. 6), as the sheer otherness of his encounter with 
the Lord Jesus overwhelmed him.  The intellectual prophet Isaiah felt undone 
and unclean (Is 6:5) upon witnessing something of the transcendent glory of 
God.  We may not have had identical experiences, but ought we not to feel a 
similar sense of amazement and humility on a regular basis?  Christ being the 
amazing reality of our undeserving lives, can we not tune into Him more often 
than we do? 

Let us be mindful of the human infirmity of the beloved John, when he 
endeavoured to bow before the feet of the angel (Rev 22:8) not long after 
having worshipped Christ Jesus in the self-abasing reverence of someone who 
was as dead (Rev 1:17).  Thankfully there is our loving heavenly Saviour 
reassuring him, commanding him to Fear not (v. 17), and surely commanding 
us (who are even less worthy) to do the same. 

May we approach our Lord Jesus Christ with the appropriate godly fear and 
reverence, yet not in a way of impossible severity or strictness.  And may we, 
in all our Godward intentions still feelingfully remember the evangelistic 
whosoever will, let him take the water of life freely (Rev 22:17), Alpha words 
which may be sincerely offered to dogs, and sorcerers, and whoremongers, 
and murderers, and idolaters  (Rev 22:15), until that irrevocable day of Omega 
(Rev 22:13) arrives. 
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The	  overwhelming	  

 

Oh but the unapproachable light, 

the utter trembling reality of it all, 

when at His feet you fell  

and felt what the sun  

can but reflect!   

  

Oh but the unspeakable holiness,  

the tragic fallenness of us all,  

when of His throne you heard  

and couldn't stop hearing  

Holy, holy, holy . . .   

  

Oh but the awesome majesty,  

the angel's face you did appal,  

when stumbling in worship  

you faltered, 

as do all.   

  

Oh but the Alpha - Omega, 

the justice, then judgement for  

every one by One . . .  

how every knee  

shall bow! 
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Total	  depravity	  5	  

	  

The notion that a Christian has made not one millimetre of progress in the 
flesh despite years of being converted, is one which is potentially 
troubling.  'Surely I'm a better person now than I was all those years ago?' one 
might reasonably ask.  'Surely sin has less power over me, less attraction and 
presents less danger than it did before I was converted?', are thoughts which 
might reasonably be posited by the reflective, ruminating mind. 

However, the answer is that there has in fact been ZERO progress, and that 
one is as dead and unworthy and vulnerable now as one was then, for the body 
is dead because of sin (Rom 8:10). Dead is dead and never can be made alive, 
never be improved, never earn a thing in God's sight.  And if Christ be in you 
(v. 10) then this is so; we are effectively put to death at conversion, and stay 
dead the whole way along. 

Nevertheless, when we pick up a Bible with sorrow or shame or expectation or 
hope, it is the Spirit leading us to do so.  When we have a desire for Christian 
fellowship, to attend church, to listen to a sermon, to do an act of kindness, to 
stop short of committing a sin in thought or word, to reach out with the 
Gospel message to another, to collapse in confessional prayer to our Father, to 
change a plan because it seems not to be God's will, to dwell at length upon a 
particular portion of Scripture that speaks to us, it is because the Spirit is life 
(v. 10) within us. 

Yet even as we are being led heavenward by the Spirit, our hearts, our flesh, 
our personalities, our old natures, all self-created words, thoughts and deeds 
remain dead because of sin.  A paradox in the world's mind is to the Christian 
mind the path of daily progress and betterment in the SPIRIT, believing that 
one can do all things through Christ which strengtheneth me (Phil 4:13). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



	   35	  

O	  wretched	  man	  

	  

O wretched man, your root of sin 

is not your deeds, your lose and win, 

it's you - at core - who are at fault  

you are a sinner by default.   

  

O wretched man, your glory, power 

wilts away, a fading flower, 

look to God, the gardener 

the source of souls, the pardoner. 

 

O wretched man, sky scraping still 

remember God did Babel kill, 

look now to Christ, you may be found 

He meets with those of zero ground. 

  

O wretched man, ignore man's poll, 

Immanuel's the only goal, 

for heaven knows we have no right, 

we left our darkness, by His light. 
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Unconditional	  election	  5	  

	  

A sobering wake-up call it is to remember how unpopular and despised the 
doctrine of election has been from the time of Esau and Jacob to the time of 
our Lord's incarnation, to our own days.  For where there is any shred of self; 
self esteem, self congratulation, self righteousness, this doctrine will repel.  To 
many things were the early followers of Christ open, but when that doctrine 
was clearly spelled out by the God-man himself, from that time many of his 
disciples went back, and walked no more with him (Jn 6:66). 

There is no improving upon one's human nature, ie. the old man (Eph 
4:22).  There is no hope in your self, either pre or post conversion.  To think so 
is to be foolish, to try to add to God's salvation, endeavouring to be made 
perfect by the flesh (Gal 3:3).  Perhaps it was this grievous error that the Holy 
Spirit is magnifying with Remember Lot's wife (Lu 17:32).  It was maybe not 
so much the evil love of a wicked, condemned city which sealed God's 
judgement of her, as it was the love of her natural, customary, old life that 
remained in her.  She hadn't let go of her 'self', so that whosoever shall seek to 
save his life shall lose it (v.33). 

It is this urgent truth which so zealously spurred on the apostle Paul.  This is 
no secondary doctrine or denominational tradition but the very essence of 
salvation, the litmus test of faith.  It is either:  
a) Salvation is of the Lord (Jonah 2:9)  
or  
b) Salvation is of the Lord but also of self.   
It cannot be both.   
 
The apostle warns us, too, that our freedom from self (or 'flesh' or 'old man' or 
'human nature') ought to make us less self indulgent and more spiritually alive 
to others, so that by love we might serve one another (Gal 5:13), freed now 
from that fierce, incessant, human battle be it in the realm of the 
workplace, the home or even the church. 
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Impossible	    

 

Impossible with earthly eyes 

to see your sin or realise, 

that all the world’s a battery 

running on self-ish flattery. 

  

Impossible with earthly eyes 

to see that high and holy prize, 

for sinners want to claim credit 

thus die ever in sin’s debit. 

  

Impossible with earthly eyes 

to grasp the God above all skies, 

and God is here in spirit, truth 

though we do roam, blind beasts, uncouth. 

   

Impossible with earthly eyes 

to grasp the God-man we despise, 

we couldn’t see the Christ we killed 

until the day our Father willed. 
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Limited	  atonement	  5	  

	  

It is remarkable that any of us upon the face of this earth should be reserved, 
saved, redeemed at all.  An even more remarkable thing is the way in which 
the Lord, the Infinite condescends to limit Himself, at least apparently, as He 
deigns to remind Lot of His command to leave Sodom and Gomorrah in a 
most fatherly and tender way:  Haste thee, escape thither; for I cannot do any 
thing till thou be come thither.  Therefore the name of the city was called 
Zoar  (Gen 19:22). 

Knowing what we know about Lot; his compromised life decisions and the 
subsequent actions of his daughters, we might be tempted to call him a man of 
little faith.  Even Zoar, the place he himself chooses means 'little' or 'small', 
perhaps another example of Lot reducing or limiting his own blessings.  Even 
so, the Holy Spirit views him through Christ as just Lot (2 Pe 2:7), righteous 
man and righteous soul (2 Pe 2:8).  If Lot's ultimate identity is partially 
concealed in the Old Testament, it is definitively revealed in the New. 

The fact, therefore, that the Almighty shows such kindness, such apparent 
limitation and condescension is deeply comforting.  The Lord is saying to all 
His sheep that He will not and in a sense (reverently speaking) cannot bring 
this world to an end until He has saved every last one.  As unworthy and 
disappointing as we often are, like Lot if we are privileged to be of the 
Shepherd then we are graciously numbered among those who follow him: for 
they know his voice (John 10:4). 
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Not	  you 

 

Not you they hate but whom you love 

the Holy One sitting above, 

and so they take it out on you 

and yet they hate Him, you in lieu. 

  

Not you they know or whom you know 

for He has made you white as snow, 

and they are mired within their mess 

not knowing they’re in hopelessness. 

 

Not you they see but someone else 

but really they're of someone else, 

the harpy's iceberg, not the ship 

lurking, immense, we see the tip. 

  

Not you they love, oh not at all 

since they are Adam’s, of the Fall, 

and so we were and would be still 

if Christ had never left that hill.    
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Irresistible	  grace	  5	  

 

If whatsoever things were written aforetime were written for our learning ... 
(Rom 15:4) and beginning at Moses and all the prophets, he expounded unto 
them in all the scriptures the things concerning himself (Lu 24:27) then we 
are surely to read the royal love story between Esther and King Ahasuerus not 
as merely an isolated excerpt in the history of the Jewish people but as 
a profound and instructive picture of Christ and the church. 

Esther unlike the Queen of Sheba (illustrative of the seeking experience) is 
described not as one seeking but as one having been brought also unto the 
king's house ... (Es 2:8), the holy penman of the Book of Esther emphasising 
how he preferred her (2:9).  A Christian, by parallel, is not someone who 
has initiated a saving relationship with God (although subjectively the seeking 
experience occurs) but is one who has acted in response to the Holy Spirit's 
work within, utterly dependent on this.  Christ Jesus reminds us that Ye have 
not chosen me, but I have chosen you (Jn 15:6), there being no personal 
grounds for one's salvation other than the sovereign will of God. 

Esther is described as having purified herself with oil of myrrh and with sweet 
odours (Es 2:12), and that King Ahasuerus delighted in her (2:14) as 
she obtained favour in the sight of all them that looked upon her (2:15).  So 
too are the prayers of believers described as having ascended up before 
God with the smoke of the incense (Rev 8:4), the Lord shunning the Vashtian 
beauty of the world in favour of the rare Christian beauty of a meek and quiet 
spirit (1 Pe 3:4). 

The 'so' of So Esther was taken unto king Ahasuerus into his house royal (Es 
2:16) speaks of effectual calling.  Like us, Esther had her trials, doubts and 
difficulties, but ultimately obtained grace and favour in his sight (Es 2:17). 
Christian believers find assurance not in their own works but in the 'he' of ... 
he which hath begun a good work in you will perform it until the day of Jesus 
Christ (Phil 1:6).  Relief rather than frustration is in the confession that 
salvation is entirely by grace […] through faith; and that not of yourselves 
(Eph 2:8).  Thank God, for what proud, Vashtian destruction would we wreak 
upon ourselves if we were but once favoured, to be then left to our own 
devices. 
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God	  Himself	  
	  

	  

Oh Lord I pray that this one in my arms       

You’d steal away from vicious worldly charms,      

that she would see the Holy One alone       

the only way her sins for to atone.    

  

Oh Lord I pray that that one in my shake       

You’d steal from manmade science’s mistake,     

that he would see the Daysman’s living bread     

the only way to keep him from the dead.   

 

Oh Lord I pray that that one in my view      

You’d steal from this degenerate human zoo,  

that she would see the radiance of Him     

the only way her dark desires to dim.   

  

Oh Lord I pray that that one in my words    

You’d steal away from sharp and spiteful birds,  

that he would see the love of God himself    

the only way to God being God Himself.   
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Perseverance	  of	  the	  saints	  5	  

	  

In the Book of Esther we see the perseverance of the older saint Mordecai, as 
he ... rent his clothes, and went out into the midst of the city... (Es 4:1), and 
the younger saint Esther as she prepares to risk her life by boldly going ... in 
unto the king, which is not according to the law... (v. 16).  They could so easily 
have preserved their own earthly comforts and benefits, but like Moses 
spurned the easy enjoyments of this world for the far greater glory of our 
Father's heavenly kingdom. 

Meanwhile, the pride and fury of Haman is relentless, intense and specifically 
focused.  His rage is almost uncontrollable, he being full of wrath (Es 3:5), full 
of indignation (5:9) and full of the glory of his riches (v.11).  We ought not to 
forget that Satan forcefully and persistently continues to be the accuser of our 
brethren (Rev 12:10) and is full of great wrath, because he knoweth that he 
hath but a short time (v. 12). 

Whether through religious or political leaders, Satan manifests himself in a 
variety of guises, perhaps the most subtle and insidious being through certain 
celebrated preachers whose public words seemingly uphold the biblical 
doctrine of faith in Christ, but who are in fact ... false apostles, deceitful 
workers, transforming themselves into the apostles of Christ (2 Cor 11:13). As 
shocking as it may sound, this should be ... no marvel; for Satan himself is 
transformed into an angel of light (v. 14). 

Whether in (Mordecai and Esther's) new-found prosperity, or in (Job or 
Jonah's) sudden adversity, Satan will never leave us alone and especially 
targets us in a time of change or uncertainty, when godly habits and routines 
might be threatened.  May we struggle for the glory and glory in that struggle, 
being assured that our trials of prosperity and adversity are ... for our profit, 
that we might be partakers of his holiness (Heb 12:10), knowing that our hate-
filled, pride-filled, age-old accuser shall one day be ... cast into the lake of fire 
and brimstone, where the beast and the false prophet are, and shall be 
tormented day and night for ever and ever (Rev 20:10). 
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Look!	  

	  

When tired, in turmoil or transition 

Satan gets into position, 

roaring leonine ambition 

thwarting grace his only mission. 

  

Through fatigue, flux or frustration 

Satan moves as is his station, 

once near God, now no relation 

sin’s his rule, retaliation. 

 

Change or charm or challenge comes 

Satan is there, hear how he hums, 

first sinful depths expertly plumbs 

then souls for scrap, he does his sums. 

  

By hook or crook or by the book 

Satan’s the bait Christ never took, 

for all of us before mistook 

Satan as Christ, saved sinners, look! 
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Sola	  scriptura	  6	  

	  

What wonders dwell in the pages of Scripture.  How Romans 7 probes the 
depths, pierces the soul and prepares the believer for the heights of Romans 
8.  It defies human understanding how the soul-searching wretched man 
(Rom 7:24) can so swiftly metamorphose into one of the jubilant more than 
conquerors of 8:37.  How grateful we are for such breathtaking spiritual truth. 
How we cling in gratitude to both the bitter truth and sweet uplift of each 
God-breathed chapter in its right and proper place.  How worse off would we 
be if a single chapter were omitted. It all hangs together. 

How curious are the first two chapters of Job. If chapters 3 - 41 largely 
represent the terrible trials of body and mind, the sinking down into self-pity, 
lamentation and disappointment (albeit with occasional shards of light) to 
which God's image bearers are susceptible, chapters 1-2 and 42 show the 
Divine life deep at work within the soul of Job.  Which one of us would have 
reacted any better or even as well as faithful Job did under such profound and 
relentless testing of godly character?  How reassuring then, is the realisation 
that the In all this did not Job sin with his lips (2:10) and the LORD turned 
the captivity of Job, when he prayed for his friends (42:10) effectively 
frame the depths and sorrows of the rest of those hallowed chapters.  It all 
hangs together. 

How an obscure book like Ruth or blessed shorter psalm like 134 or shorter 
epistle like Philemon all immeasurably reach down into and deepen our 
fearful-joyful experience of walking with the Lord.  They all hang together and 
were forever meant to be enclosed within one final, authoritative, definitive 
Book of books.  And because Great men are not always wise (Job 32:9) and 
God respecteth not any that are wise of heart (37:24) outside of Christ, it is 
only accessible to those whose hearts have been opened by the eternal decree 
of God:  For this cause also thank we God without ceasing, because, when ye 
received the word of God which ye heard of us, ye received it not as the word 
of men, but as it is in truth, the word of God, which effectually worketh also in 
you that believe (1 Thess 2:13). 
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Romans	  man	   	  

	  

Oh wretched man of Romans seven 

sinking down within the wreck,  

even as beams pierce down from heaven  

sin's old rigging snares my neck. 

  

Oh glorious man of Romans eight  

all sins forgiven though they clutch,   

forsaking flesh I celebrate  

if God be for us who can touch?   

 

Oh chosen man of Romans nine  

elected object, mercy's vessel,  

let me feel my strength is thine  

by grace Lord help me me to wrestle! 

  

Oh righteous man of Romans ten  

forgetting Christ who does remind   

me God's commands I've broken ten   

I sought Him not, He me did find. 
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Sola	  fide	  6 

 

Faith is not merely believing in but being called to give up on and change 
allegiance to.  Abraham was called to forsake his own glory, having seen that it 
might hold sway among men but not before God (Rom 4:2).  An eloquent, 
agnostic 'to be or not to be' might be applauded at a gathering of the worldly-
wise, but Abraham believed God, and it was counted unto him for 
righteousness (Heb 11: 3).  Faith therefore is not socially static, necessarily 
poetic or naïvely purblind, and will always manifest itself in action: 

understand (v. 3) offered (v. 4), translated (v. 5), moved (v. 7), obeyed (v. 8), 
sojourned (v. 9), received (v. 11), offered (v. 17), blessed (v. 20, 21), made 
mention of [...] gave commandment (v. 22), was hid (v. 23), refused (v. 
24), forsook (v. 27), kept (v. 28), passed through (v. 29), fell down (v. 
30), perished not (v. 31), subdued [...] wrought [...] obtained [...] stopped (v. 
33), quenched [...] escaped [...] were made strong, waxed valiant [...] turned to 
flight (v. 34), received [...] were tortured (v. 35), had trial (v. 36), were 
stoned [...] were sawn [...] were tempted, were slain [...] wandered (v. 37, 38), 
obtained (v. 39). 

These 35 different actions are not exhaustive but emblematic of believers' 
experiences, true faith being the only way to attain lasting contentment:  Your 
father Abraham rejoiced to see my day: and he saw it, and was glad (John 
8:56), and find true rest for our troubled, self-destructive souls:  Come unto 
me, all ye that labour and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest (Matt 
11:28).  'The rest is silence' is not true, as the atheist would have us 
believe.  Faith works in Christ.  Faith rests in Christ.  The rest is Christ. 
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Fairground	  
	  
	  

Oh get off this roundabout 

this merry-go-round of guilt and doubt,  

for wicked ways may entertain  

but lull your soul's immortal pain.   

  

Oh get off this bumper cart  

this dodgem dodging Satan's dart,  

for there is no way out of sin  

it masters you without, within.  

 

Oh get off this ghost-train ride  

this place where skeletons reside,  

for God sees even secret thought  

your inner idols, deeply wrought.   

  

Oh get from this hall of mirrors  

this distorted realm of errors,  

for we must see through this world  

or from the Lord be ever hurled.    

 

Oh get from this rollercoaster     

this world's proud, always a boaster,  

for despite its twists and turns  

it knows not God, it never learns.   
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Oh get from this whole fairground  

this pleasure dome where none is bound,  

for God the Son did once come here  

He gave His life, give Him your fear.  
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Sola	  gratia	  6	  
	  
	  

What a privilege it is simply to be born human.  For even when we feel at our 
worst (But I am a worm, and no man; a reproach of men, and despised of the 
people Ps 22:6) we can still think upon the Lord and remember Genesis 
1:26:  And God said, Let us make man in our image, after our likeness.  What 
animal or even angel can say the same?  What tree or mountain or fish or bird 
can lament, repent, create, pray, sing, turn to the Lord in the same way as one 
of God's image bearers? 

1 Peter 1 reminds us of the immense privilege of being born Anno Domini, in 
the gospel age of heavenly reception.  For many centuries the Bible was 
virtually a closed book to the outside world, preserved by faithful Jewish 
scribes and scholars.  There were of course those holy men who were looking 
to and speaking of the promised seed of Genesis:  Of which salvation the 
prophets have enquired and searched diligently, who prophesied of the grace 
that should come unto you (v.10) 

Far greater still is the privilege of being born again; un-blinded, granted eyes 
to see and spiritual rescue from that subtle spoiler of souls:  In whom the god 
of this world hath blinded the minds of them which believe not, lest the light 
of the glorious gospel of Christ, who is the image of God, should shine unto 
them (2 Cor 4:4).  If this be so with us, then may we as workers together with 
him [...] receive not the grace of God in vain (1 Cor 6:1) but rather act 
prayerfully and pray feelingfully, that that same grace may move upon many a 
darkened heart, before the Judgement comes. 
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The	  can	  of	  worms	  	  
	  
	  

The can of worms offends your face  

the can of works offends true grace  

for grace defined means undeserved 

all saints were cannots, worms preserved.   

  

That God should dwell in flesh and blood  

is more amazing than the Flood,  

yet almost more amazing still  

a sinner turned, seeking God's will. 

 

The beauteous marble in a blanket  

earth by grace in cosmic blanket,  

God becomes our nemesis  

whom Satan blinds to Genesis.   

  

That God should strive with blood and flesh  

and still receive old sinners, fresh,  

makes angels long beyond the sky 

makes humans dwell beyond the why. 

 
 
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  



	   51	  

Solo	  Christo	  6	  
	  
	  

So many threats there are in this life, as we walk through the valley of the 
shadow of death (Ps 23:4).  And yet Christ Jesus overwhelms them all by 
being antitype, antithesis and antidote to all that the flesh, the world and the 
devil can muster. 

In Romans 8: 35 

When we face tribulation He is our peace (Eph 2:14), persecution He is our 
Advocate (1 Jo 2:1), famine He is our bread (Jn 6:48), nakedness He is our 
covert (Is 32:2), peril He is our salvation (Lk 2:30), sword He is our Lion (Rev 
5:5). 

In Romans 8:38 

When we face death He is our life (Col 3:4), life He is the stone (Is 8:14, Ro 
9:32, 1 Pe 2:8), angels He is the Father (Is 9:6), principalities He is our head 
(Col 2:10), powers He is our power (1 Co 1:24), things present He is eternal (1 
Jo 5:20), things to come He is the I AM (Jn 8:58). 

In Romans 8:39 

When we face height He is the Dayspring (Lk 1:78), depth He is God (Is 54:5), 
any other creature He is the only begotten (Jn 1:14, 3:16, 18, 1 Jn 4:9). 

What more on earth or in heaven or in the new heaven and new earth do we 
need! 
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Where	  Christ	  is	  

	  

Oh blessèd exchange, so unfair,  

the sinless for the sinful stood,  

each one of us in spirit there   

we all are guilty, One is good.   

  

Our Father's love is everlasting  

not for mere religious folk,  

all days of ritual, feast and fasting  

can't clear sin, God must revoke.  

 

Receivers of the second birth  

rejoice beyond all mortal mud,  

for you in Christ who conquered earth  

are heaven's now, by holy blood.   

  

This wooden world says 'God is not, 

that it just was, and so it is', 

Pinocchios professing rot, 

- our life is hidden, where Christ is. 
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Soli	  Deo	  Gloria	  6	  

 

A.W Pink's classic, The Attributes of God starts with the The Solitariness of 
God, an attribute seldom touched upon by modern-day preachers and 
evangelists.  As Pink puts it:  God was under no constraint, no obligation, no 
necessity to create.  That He chose to do so was purely a sovereign act on 
His part, caused by nothing outside Himself, determined by nothing but 
His own mere good pleasure; for He worketh all things after the counsel of 
His own will (Eph. 1:11).  That He did create was simply for His 
manifestative glory. 

Before our modern, technologically moulded minds begin to buckle, let us 
follow a little further:  There was a time, if "time" it could be called, when 
God, in the unity of His nature (though subsisting equally in three Divine 
Persons), dwelt all alone.  In the beginning, God.  There was no heaven, 
where His glory is now particularly manifested.  There was no earth to 
engage His attention.  There were no angels to hymn His praises; no 
universe to be upheld by the word of His power.  There was nothing, no 
one, but God; and that, not for a day, a year, or an age, but from 
everlasting. 

Manwardly, Christ Jesus is the Alpha and Omega, the beginning and the 
ending [...], which is, and which was, and which is to come, the Almighty (Rev 
1:8).  Godwardly, the Almighty has always ever been, eternally, triunely 
dwelling in perfect holiness and bliss, devoid of such creaturely characteristics 
as need, loneliness and regret:  And now, O Father, glorify thou me with thine 
own self with the glory which I had with thee before the world was (Jn 17:5). 

It ought to fill us with an ever expanding sense of wonder and pondering that, 
while we rightly revere the holy word of God, God is infinitely, eternally 
greater than His word.  Frankly, it is impossible to meditate upon this for too 
long in our present mortal state.  What a day it will be when it won't. 
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True	  life	  story	  

	  

Oh you have sinned when not yet out of bed 

by holding not God’s glory in your head, 

and your whole day rests on what next you do, 

repent, put on God’s armour made for you. 

  

Oh go not far in thought or word or deed 

without beholding Christ, the promised seed, 

He cannot bless your sin or compromise 

He knows you from your prayers, not from your eyes. 

 

Oh think upon the holiness of God 

no thought of man can do justice to God, 

if mortal eyes cannot behold the sun 

how much more hallowed He who made the sun. 

  

Oh step into the world so drenched in prayer 

that you will not so often stumble, stare, 

but think on Christ, the only true life story 

hating that within which clouds His fulgent glory. 
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Total	  depravity	  6	  

	  

Such is the arrogance of man that it takes some 16 probing questions in Isaiah 
40 and 41, before we are ready to hear that a) in and of ourselves we are 
utterly helpless, sinful idolators, and b) God will guide His people through the 
wilderness of this world for His glory, due not to their decision but to His 
sovereign will in Christ:  Fear not, thou worm Jacob, and ye men of Israel; I 
will help thee, saith the Lord, and thy redeemer, the Holy One of Israel (Is 
41:14). 

To all the atheistic, political, educational, religious figureheads and leaders of 
this world, whether this one or that one, irrespective of the reputation, 
pedigree, qualifications or achievements which entitle them, they believe, to 
rise up and proclaim important truths to the world:  Produce your cause, saith 
the Lord; bring forth your strong reasons, saith the King of Jacob (Is 
41:21).  Whether we worship in this traditional or that more modern fashion, 
or if we deludedly deride the very concept of worship, if we worms are not 
airlifted from this perishing world to have a saving relationship with Jesus 
Christ whereby a conscious conversion has taken place, then Behold, ye are of 
nothing, and your work of nought: an abomination is he that chooseth you (Is 
41:24). 

It is hard to think of ourselves as worthless worms, and that personal 
epiphany perhaps only lasts throughout the time of conversion.  During that 
time we as it were fall to the earth (Acts 9:4), impotent, hearing and beginning 
to understand what I am Jesus (v. 5) actually means, and means for us.   

In the remainder of our pilgrimage we all too often find then a law (Rom 7:21) 
that puffs us up beyond our lowly state.  May such chapters as Isaiah 40 and 
41 lead us again to be more willing to Behold my servant (Is 42:1), for in 
meditating upon His willingness to become our servant, our minds and hearts 
are humbled to the dust. 
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More	  lost	  souls	  

	  

Oh Lord, Thou must have more lost sheep 

or why else wouldst Thou this world keep? 

for all its hatred, murder, pride 

its changing laws, infanticide! 

  

Oh Lord, Thou must have more lost sons 

or why else grant us rising suns? 

for all our plans are perverted 

our minds by Satan subverted. 

 

Oh Lord, Thou must have more lost daughters 

why the suffering and the slaughters, 

famines, wars, insanity 

this godless fruit, man’s vanity. 

  

Oh Lord, Thou must have more lost souls 

why else do worms covet wormholes? 

Man crafts and divines divine glue 

oh tools of men, one Maker, true! 
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Unconditional	  election	  6	  

	  

Some twelve years ago it was that the Lord revealed Himself to me, and myself 
to me.  Not until that time did I fully grasp the deity of Christ as Lord, nor 
comprehend my utter inability to earn or contribute to my salvation.  This 
sealing of the Holy Spirit, this blessed receiving of understanding had to come 
from without to within, for in a million years I could never have figured it out 
nor accepted it. 

And yet since then, how many times have I been my own worst enemy; having 
begun to think of myself as something, forgetting that if a man think himself 
to be something, when he is nothing, he deceiveth himself (Gal 6:3); having 
thought that my works, perhaps even these blog entries could somehow 
strengthen my salvation, when salvation is most emphatically not of works, 
lest any man should boast (Eph 2:9); and having been guilty of loving 
mainly them which love me (Mt 5:46), rather than earnestly striving also to 
love my enemies (v. 44), the harder of the two loves, so perfectly manifested in 
Immanuel. 

The bottom line then, is that the fallen human nature finds it unconscionable 
to Be still, and know that I am God ... (Ps. 46:10); even the saved struggle to 
obey and abide by that command.  Most solemnly, if the unsaved are not 
arrested in their tracks and turned to the Cross then they will remain ignorant 
both of God's unfathomable greatness and their own creaturely limitation.  
But if it pleases God the Father, God the Holy Spirit will break through, shine 
in and draw you to that place where you will indeed accept your personal 
sinfulness and emptiness, be made a new creature (2 Cor 5:17), and willingly 
live for and treasure God the Son, 

this treasure in earthen vessels,  

that the excellency of the power  

may be of God, and not of us. 

(2 Cor 4:7) 
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Let	  us	  go	  hence	   	  
	  
	  

Do you love impartially 

as God loved you His enemy, 

or do you choose to nominate 

who still has time, who is too late? 

  

Do you love eternally 

with Christ’s love, sacrificially,   

or are you limited to those 

who eat your food, who wear your clothes? 

 

Do you love without condition 

waiting not for true contrition, 

or do you weigh up, decide 

who might accept, who may deride? 

  

Do you love your God at all 

ready to give your heart, your all, 

or are you sitting on the fence 

oh sinner - saved - let us go hence. 
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Limited	  Atonement	  6	  

	  

It is a reasonable thing for a believer to be asked, 'When did you first believe?' 
or 'When were you saved?'  To this question might come the response 'In such 
and such a year', referring to that time when the day star (2 Pe 1:19) first arose 
in the heart, and the lost soul went from darkness to light (Acts 26:18). 

But the point of origination, the soul's anchor goes far deeper; further than 
the given (Jn 6:65) impulse of coming to the risen Saviour and falling before 
His feet; back before the pages of the New Testament and the Abrahamic 
covenant (And I will establish my covenant between me and thee and thy 
seed Gen 17:7); further than the ancient Fall of Man and subsequent prophecy 
(between thy seed and her seed Gen 3:15); beyond the Creation in which the 
One through whom all things were made knew that, as the Lamb He would in 
time be slain from the foundation of the world (Rev 13:8). 

It finds itself in a realm which defies all human comprehension and 
imagination, where time as we know it ceases to be - to a holy, immutable 
purpose solemnly originating within the Godhead:  Father, I will that they 
also, whom thou hast given me, be with me where I am; that they may behold 
my glory, which thou hast given me: for thou lovedst me before the foundation 
of the world (Jn 17:24). 

How we pray that we may be one of them, and that we may not be resting 
precariously upon a mere decision or a conversion or even a covenant, but 
upon nothing less than God the Son:  For other foundation can no man lay 
than that is laid, which is Jesus Christ (1 Cor 3:11).  Let Him limit us who 
(from our limited perspective) limited Himself in His atoning death and 
glorious resurrection; settled in eternity, set in time, setting in eternity. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



	   60	  

Eden,	  Adam,	  Israel	  

 

What foolishness, natural selection 

when you know divine election, 

Eden, Adam, Israel 

chosen by God, allowed to fail. 

  

What oxymoron, self-made man 

when you can see God’s holy plan, 

as if the world’s our copyright 

and not the Lord’s in every right. 

 

What wickedness, what false escape 

to say that man is but an ape, 

our consciences, our intellects 

our souls God given, God collects. 

  

What fools we are for money's time 

entangled in this pantomime, 

and yet the Door is open still 

Christ is your cure, you are your ill. 
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Irresistible	  grace	  6	  

	  

It is not uncommon for us to look at a passage or parable in the Scriptures 
from a neutral or 'side on' view, as if we are somehow removed from it, 
tending to identify with the better, more godly side.  In the well-known 
parable of the prodigal son, for example, we would see this ungrateful son 
rebelliously receding into the middle distance while we remain the wiser, 
more knowing one, looking on. 

But if we believe that Scripture must interpret Scripture, then all we like sheep 
have gone astray (Is 53:6) and so we have all been in that lost son's shoes, 
some for many years (me, for nearly 29).  If we apply the parable to a life post 
conversion, then it speaks to our tendency to put too much emphasis on 
material, physical blessings at the expense of the spiritual, eternal truths 
which alone can satisfy the soul.  We may well have been graciously 
granted the best robe of justification, the ring of glorification and the shoes of 
sanctification (Lk 15:22), but we still need to be washed regularly, for He that 
is washed needeth not save to wash his feet, but is clean every whit (Jn 13:10). 

The redeemed prodigal, ie. all who have been saved, must remember our need 
for daily repentance and Fatherward faith.  We need to be especially wary of 
the temptations peculiar to religion.  One third of the parable, interestingly, is 
about the elder son rather than the prodigal.  Angry (Lk 15:28) at his Father's 
work in the life of a worthless sinner, resentful at the perceived lack of 
outward blessings for the years in which he has served, proud at not having 
outwardly transgressed [...] at any time thy commandment (v. 29), unlike so 
many in this fallen world. 

In some ways this parable could be called the parable of the lost and the 
found.  When we were lost we might have been tempted to fear descending 
into the deep (Rom 10:7) of despair.  After conversion we might be tempted to 
insidiously start believing in our own righteousness, as if it could somehow 
add to our suitability for entering into heaven (Rom 10:6).  Both foolish 
extremes are addressed in this parable and so it is a relief to remember that 
Christ Jesus, the appointed heir of all things (Heb 1:2) by grace alone did what 
we could never do:  For by one offering he hath perfected for ever them that 
are sanctified (Heb 10:14).  Thus assured, may we seek more earnestly our 
long-lost brethren. 
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O	  prodigal	    

 

O prodigal, the Father knew 

how much He’d set His love on you, 

for even when you’d barely turned 

He placed His finest robe on you. 

  

O prodigal, the Father saw 

how far you’d gone with pig and boar, 

you'd scarcely in your heart returned, 

He gave His ring, your conscience raw. 

 

O prodigal, the Father cared 

how you would cope when fangs were bared, 

you'd hardly taken any step, 

He shod your feet with shoes prepared. 

  

O prodigal, the Father planned 

how you'd be drawn to holy land, 

and even now, before the feast 

your elder Brother holds your hand. 
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Perseverance	  of	  the	  saints	  6	  

	  

The spiritual junctures in the early Christian walk of the apostle Peter are 
most instructive.  His walking on water is a spiritual lesson, showing that I can 
do all things through Christ which strengtheneth me (Phil 4:13).  It was only 
when he stopped looking unto Jesus that he was afraid; and beginning to sink, 
he cried, saying, Lord, save me (Mt 14:30).  At another juncture, Peter 
presumptuously rebukes Jesus, perhaps esteeming His wondrous worldly 
miracles at the expense of His necessitous bloody atonement:  But he turned, 
and said unto Peter, Get thee behind me, Satan: thou art an offence unto me: 
for thou savourest not the things that be of God, but those that be of men (Mt 
16:23).  How little we are willing to sacrifice for the kingdom of God, and how 
quickly we interpret things through the lens of temporal rather than 
everlasting glory. 
 
The saddest juncture in Peter's early walk is his thrice denial of his Lord and 
Saviour.  It is for our instruction that it says, And the Lord turned, and looked 
upon Peter. And Peter remembered the word of the Lord (Lk 22:61). Peter was 
taken off guard and the word of truth utterly out of his mouth (Ps 
119:43) because he had lost sight of the Lord Jesus, and lost a taste for His 
word which is supposed to be sweeter than honey to the mouth (Ps. 
119:103).  What a blessing, however, to review the promise accompanying the 
prophecy:  And the Lord said, Simon, Simon, behold, Satan hath desired to 
have you, that he may sift you as wheat: but I have prayed for thee, that thy 
faith fail not: and when thou art converted, strengthen thy brethren (Lk 22:31-
32).  Where Satan strives to ruin the seed of the woman, God 
lovingly restrains, then re-trains His child throughout the turbulence. 

A later juncture recorded for our instruction is where the apostle Paul 
righteously rebukes the apostle Peter for his duplicity and ungodly fear of 
man:  But when Peter was come to Antioch, I withstood him to the face, 
because he was to be blamed.  For before that certain came from James, he 
did eat with the Gentiles: but when they were come, he withdrew and 
separated himself, fearing them which were of the circumcision (Gal 2:11-
12).  While a seemingly trivial event by human standards, to our Father it is an 
unacceptably proud, Gospel-dishonouring attitude in one of His children. 

May we be granted much wisdom in filtering out and resisting those evil 
thoughts of the devil (And the serpent said Gen 3:4), which seem to be our 
own (And when the woman saw [...] good [...] pleasant [...] to be desired Gen 
3:6) but are actually of his influence.  May we learn from Peter to prayerfully 
keep Christ in view at all times so that we will not go far wrong, in His view 
carefully coveting whatsoever things are true, whatsoever things are honest, 
whatsoever things are just, whatsoever things are pure, whatsoever things are 
lovely, whatsoever things are of good report; if there be any virtue, and if there 
be any praise, think on these things (Phil 4:8). 
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Beware	  

	  

Beware, Satanic interference 

jamming your Divine adherence, 

blocking you from turning to 

the uncreated Son of God. 

  

Beware, Satanic interruption 

stopping your holy eruption, 

cooling you from burning up 

for love of Jesus, God the Son. 

 

Beware, Satanic intermission 

teaching you sin’s old rendition, 

rendering you out of tune 

to Jesus Christ, the only key. 

  

Beware, Satanic sin injection 

puffing you up with infection, 

pushing forward evil thoughts 

oh turn to Christ, God-man review. 

 

 

 

 

 
 
	  
	  


