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Sola scriptura 7 
 

 
 
There has been a radical departure in recent decades, perhaps centuries, from 
the notion of a revealed word of God, from God, through man God-
breathed.  The cornerstone of western civilisation has been queried, quarried, 
quarantined so that we now largely trust not in the word or even in words, but 
in a mystical concept of time.  The false god of time allows us to imagine the 
impossible, affords us a blank canvas upon which to picture and visualise an 
unbelievable process geared to self-create man from head to toe; a process 
otherwise known as Darwinian evolution. 

And yet there is nothing new under the sun and the same attitude has 
manifested itself throughout the ages.  The Tower of Babel in a way was the 
ark of God through Noah in reverse.  Instead of a temporary wooden structure 
built by a believing man according to God’s revealed will in timed conditions 
and for a specific purpose, the tower of Babel was designed to take as long as 
the ego of fallen man would stretch, to vaunt the workmanship and expertise 
of the creature so that he would permanently rival and even, so to speak, tie 
the hand of the Creator! 

And they said, Go to, let us build us a city and a tower, whose top may 
reach unto heaven; and let us make us a name, lest we be scattered abroad 
upon the face of the whole earth  (Gen 11:4). 
 
What hubris, folly and sheer madness, we might think.  And yet we’ve been 
doing the same thing ever since, be it through building immense and cruel 
world empires, constructing outlandish, egoistic landmarks, devising God-
defying works of culture, art and philosophy, or more recently plumbing the 
depths of scientific discovery before soaring into epic, fantastical 
speculation.  We are determined, it would seem, to take things as far as they 
can go and then some… for the things we have been pursuing do not 
ultimately satisfy the soul.  We have in recent generations been making a false 
god out of time while all the time our time is nearly up. 
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    man 

 

man used to worship wood and stone 

and by his trade for self atone, 

but now he has his microscope 

in this alone he has his hope. 

  

man used to slaughter, sacrifice 

thinking the bloodshed would suffice, 

but now he pushes early death 

in utero, before first breath. 

  

man used to put in dungeon, cell 

Bible believers, body hell, 

but though in places this occurs 

to scorn and snub he now prefers. 

  

man used to openly debate 

why, how and when God did create, 

but since the drug of evolution 

time not God, is man’s solution. 
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       Sola fide 7 

 

It is no accident that the book of Judges and in particular the trials and 
tribulations of Samson have been recorded in the Holy Scriptures, these 
things being inscribed for our spiritual instruction and benefit.  Despite 
Samson’s flaws there are parallels between him and the true spoiler of the 
satanic strong man (Matt 12:29), the Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
Like the hapless Philistine bride or devious, deceitful Delilah, we were 
enemies of our faithful Deliverer, not knowing that the very union and 
communion we truly needed was in the very one we were being moved to fight 
against.  Unlike Samson, though, the Lord Jesus saw through it all and knew 
what we did not know; that the things we loved, our loveless lovers, could 
never bring us lasting joy or peace. 

We might well wonder what He ever saw in us, for we were treacherous and 
unstable, given to amusements and the pursuing of trivial pursuits, hopelessly 
enamoured with false gods:  And when thou art spoiled, what wilt thou do? 
Though thou clothest thyself with crimson, though thou deckest thee with 
ornaments of gold, though thou rentest thy face with painting, in vain shalt 
thou make thyself fair; thy lovers will despise thee, they will seek thy life  (Jer 
4:30). 
 
And yet, through our still indwelling sins and defilements, our unworthy and 
pitiably slender returns, our flighty and fleeting yearnings for Him, He in His 
infinite and self-sacrificing love sees us not as we are by nature, but as we are 
by faith in Him: Thou art all fair, my love; there is no spot in thee (Song 4:7). 
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Eye of the Beholder 

 

Was it for the honey’s bees 

that you did sting such fools as these, 

showing that cowards in the middle 

hate the Lion, love the riddle? 

  

Was it for your would-be wife 

that you did spare your holy life, 

until the time when you did choose 

to be tied up by your own Jews? 

  

Was it for that prostitute 

that you did leave them destitute, 

and so departed through their doors 

taking them up that hill of whores? 

  

Was it for your beauty’s eye 

that your own body chose to die, 

and there and then your blood to spill 

to bring to pass your Father’s will? 
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Sola	  gratia	  7 

 

The Arminian might want to emphasise Moses’ choice:  And Moses said, I will 
now turn aside … (Ex 3:3), but the preceding verse shows no hint of Moses 
doing anything other than responding as the Lord first starts to prepare him 
for his mighty mission:  And the angel of the LORD appeared unto him … (Ex 
3:2). The pre-incarnate Lord Jesus appears to Moses, for we are not told that 
Moses either knew or sought Him.  The bush was not consumed points to the 
ultimate crucifixion and resurrection of the uncreated Son of God, who dwelt 
in a human body to withstand the fires of hell for multitudes. 
 
The Lord deals in such a condescending and fatherly way to Moses, as Moses’ 
initial reluctance and weakness tests His parental patience:  And the anger of 
the LORD was kindled against Moses (Ex 4:14).  However, Moses is soon 
convicted of his foolishness and like the initially reluctant son in the 
parable, He answered and said, I will not: but afterward he repented, and 
went (Mt 21:29). 
 
Half a millennium later, the people of God would cry out … quicken us, and we 
will call upon thy name. Turn us again, O LORD God of hosts, cause thy face 
to shine; and we shall be saved (Ps 80:18-19).  Three millennia later we are 
reminded of our inability even to turn ourselves to the Lord again, after many 
years of believing.  Like Asaph, as for me, my feet were almost gone; my steps 
had well nigh slipped (Ps 73:2).  Yet it is in these moments when we are in 
the backside of the desert (Ex 3:1) of our affliction, difficulty or temptation 
that the Lord appears and calls us again.  And we follow him: for we know his 
voice (Jn 10:4) not in a mystical sense, but burning in His word. 
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	  	  	  	  	  	  Night	  as	  day 

 

How can I capture in my verse 
the God of all the universe, 

and yet He spoke through earthern men 

each one entrusted as His pen. 

  

How can I capture in my rhyme 

the God outside of space and time, 

and yet He wrote on every heart 

His law from which we all depart. 

  

How can I capture in my words 

the God who made beasts, fish and birds, 

and yet He dwells in each conscience 

our struggle quells not His patience. 

  

How can I capture in this ink 

the God without whom none can think, 

and yet He draws us as we pray 

in Christ as perfect, night as day. 
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Solo	  Christo	  7 

 

The final verse of Romans 7, meditated upon, is quite shocking: I thank God 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. So then with the mind I myself serve the law of 
God; but with the flesh the law of sin (v 25).  There are two forms of service 
going on within the believer at any given time; that which pertains to the holy 
kingdom of God and that which pertains to the perishing kingdom of man.  At 
any point in time one form of service is dominating; so long as we dwell in 
bodies of flesh there will inevitably be undulations as we navigate this world’s 
treacherous times and tides. 
 
Only through Jesus Christ our Lord can any thought, word or deed be 
sanctified and of service to the kingdom of God.  An action, activity, form of 
work or play which is done prayerlessly or carelessly is done Christlessly. 
Worse still, it is actually serving the interests of this perishing world which is 
under judgement.  It is like investing paper bills of money directly into a 
rubbish bin, or pouring out precious ointment or perfume into a toilet. 
 
This is easy to say yet hard to do, for it if were easy we wouldn’t have all the 
wrestlings of Scripture in the Psalms or painfully honest Pauline epistles.  The 
greatest saints of the past have come to realise that if something is to be of any 
value in the sight of God it must pass through Jesus Christ our 
Lord.  Our flesh cannot be utterly conquered in this world but it can be 
brought into subservience to the law of God as the mind thinks, re-thinks and 
prays through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
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	  	  	  	  	  The	  tree	  of	  life 

 

Oh Lord how lonely I in me, 

a man of sorrows, as wert Thee, 

rejected and despised of men, 

dejected by my own amen. 

  

I think upon the tree of life, 

how plain, how unlike Adam’s wife, 

and those, Thine eyes, from barren cross, 

staring through hell’s infinite loss. 

  

Oh Lord to Thee what’s heaven, earth, 

just so much depth in so much dearth, 

if we could grasp one part of You, 

we’d never need another view. 

  

I think upon the seed of life, 

how true, how unlike Adam’s wife, 

and then my mind’s eye, inner hell, 

sees You are all, then I am well. 
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Soli	  Deo	  Gloria	  7	  

	  
	  
	  

It is very much not a part of our human make-up to simply believe in God, 
treasuring one pearl of great price (Mt 13:46) and being consistently and 
prayerfully content. We have to be up and doing, more Martha than Mary, too 
often damaging the fruit that should be growing within by our fretting, 
frowning or entangling frustrations. 
 
Systematic theologies and confessions of faith in great tomes certainly have 
their place, but in our daily lives it can be a simple hymn such as John 
Newton’s ‘Amazing Grace’ that stirs the soul, or a simple parable that sends 
the mind into deep and fruitful meditations.  We grow older and to the world 
appear more authoritative, and yet we gladly confess ourselves to have 
become born again babes who require the sincere milk of the word (1 Pet 2:2) 
to nourish our souls. 
 
We confess that we are neither wise nor prudent in ourselves nor do we want 
to be, for such humanistic cleverness and godless intellectualism is 
condemned by the Lord Jesus in no uncertain terms:  At that time Jesus 
answered and said, I thank thee, O Father, Lord of heaven and earth, because 
thou hast hid these things from the wise and prudent, and hast revealed them 
unto babes  (Mt 11:25). 
 
70 times does the Holy Spirit use the word ‘sing’ in the Psalms, even though 
much of it was penned by a man who was being hunted down by his father-
figure king, by his own lusts and by his own beloved son.  63 times does the 
word ‘joy’ appear in the New Testament, despite much disappointment, 
sorrow and persecution being described therein. As we behold the precious 
pearl of knowing God, may we hold on to and open up our powerful Bibles 
with meekness, seeking to be led by the glorious Triune One: 

Let the saints be joyful in glory: let them sing aloud upon their beds. 
Let the high praises of God be in their mouth, and a twoedged sword in their 
hand.   
(Ps 149:5-6) 
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Oh	  sing	  
	  
	  
	  

Oh sing a song of simple praise 

to God, holy Creator, 

stand up and sing, but do not raise 

a limb, God’s arm is greater. 

  

Oh sing a song of humble thanks 

to God, Almighty Father, 

put not your trust in tanks or banks 

God’s reach goes vastly farther. 

  

Oh sing a song of aching joy 

to God, loving Provider, 

go not through customs, just enjoy 

being no more an outsider. 

  

Oh sing a song of saving strength 

to God who sinners turns, 

keep this vain world at an arm’s length 

for Satan for it burns. 
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Total	  depravity	  7	  
	  

	  
	  
It is neither the materially poor nor the materially rich whom the Bible calls 
blessed, but the spiritually poor:  Blessed are the poor in spirit: for theirs is 
the kingdom of heaven (Mt 5:3).  To be poor in spirit means firstly to begin to 
realise one’s inability to give anything to God.  There is nothing we might 
think, say or do that isn’t tainted with our original sinful nature inherited from 
Adam.  We have nothing to give and so we hold out our hands in impotent 
supplication.  Even this supplication isn’t giving anything to God so much as 
showing that not any strength, not any goodness nor any righteousness dwells 
within. 
 
Secondly, to be poor in spirit means to realise that our account stands not 
merely at zero; we are not merely neutral or null and void, so much as 
hideously indebted by an exorbitant amount that defies calculation.  Even by 
the time we are a young child, the number of thoughts, words and deeds 
which have violated the holy law of God and been debited from our account 
constitutes an iceberg in the soul, weighing us down and taking us far away 
from God.  This status is alarming, and starts to trouble those whom the Bible 
calls blessed. 
 
Thirdly, to be poor in spirit means to begin to behold that most awful, 
spiritually towering inferno of a task which fell to our sinless Substitute, the 
holy Lamb of God.  The apostle Paul speaks for all saved souls when he 
confesses himself to be less than the least of all saints (Eph 3:8), such a one as 
can only begin to fathom what his blessed Sin-bearer did for him.  Once we 
feel our spiritual poverty, we marvel with Paul at the unsearchable riches of 
Christ (Eph 3:8).  And we rejoice and yet follow the next link in that sacred 
eightfold chain:  Blessed are they that mourn: for they shall be comforted (Mt 
5:4). 
 
The illuminating joy of our justification is too often clouded by the presence of 
ongoing, indwelling sins.  Let us behold, therefore, that glorious, everlasting 
realm to come, in which there shall be no more death, neither sorrow, nor 
crying (Rev 21:4), and the Lamb is the light thereof (Rev 21:23). 
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	  	  	  	  	  	  That	  holy	  fountain	  
	  
	  
	  

Oh but there’s a terrible darkness 

threatening my deepest parts, 

a glimpse of it I sometimes get 

I call on Christ and it departs. 

  

Oh but there’s abomination 

waiting in the wings for me, 

not often seen but sometimes felt 

I cry for Him on Calvary. 

  

Oh but there’s a shocking evil 

lurking there within my thoughts, 

a wicked seed, all for conception 

Christ is there, my sin aborts. 

  

Oh but there’s residual hatred 

my own poison in my well, 

again I need that holy fountain 

in His blood I’m saved from hell. 
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Unconditional	  election	  7	  
	  

	  
 
What a wonderful and yet humbling thing it is to know that one’s conversion 
to Christ was completely outside of oneself.  No credit, no originating self-
esteem or human glory could or can be associated with it, for it was 
determined before time began, before that very thing known as ‘human’ or 
‘Adam’ was created from the dust.  If the salvation of a soul could be even 
0.1% attributable to one particle of human merit, then the palace of sovereign 
election would crumble, and the glory of the Creator would have to be shared 
with another. 
 
So thankful we are that we remain 100% dependent on the Lord, not just for 
conversion but also for preservation and lifelong guidance, for O LORD, I 
know that the way of man is not in himself: it is not in man that walketh to 
direct his steps (Jer 10:23).  It is not just that the way of man is different to the 
way of God, it is that the way of man is not IN himself at all, that is, there is no 
spiritual advancement whatsoever in any way, any truth, or any life outside of 
Christ.  
 
Not only this but our footsteps are directionless, our thought processes broken 
and bent without the guiding hand of our God.  Once a believer is raised from 
the ground of unbelief then it is God who directs his steps.  That is not to say 
that we always obey, or that He puts us upon a conveyor belt from which there 
is no possibility of deviation; far from it, as we can see in the lives of God’s 
children from Genesis Adam to Revelation John and beyond into the gospel 
age.  However, it is not IN man to be, as it were, self-sanctified or self-blessed; 
it is not possible for man to, so to speak, engage in DIY Christianity whereby 
all that we need is IN ourselves. 
 
There is nothing IN oneself.  The world is wrong when it tells you that there 
is.  Eastern mysticism is wrong when it tells you you can escape the self.  The 
key is not to find yourself or to lose yourself but to find yourself in CHRIST 
who is the eternal I AM, the ocean into which our empty selves must 
submerge and be filled.  The key is to spurn a life lived as an empty shell upon 
a fading windswept shore and be found in him … (Phil 3:9), to … reckon ye 
also yourselves to be dead indeed unto sin, but alive unto God through Jesus 
Christ our Lord  (Rom 6:11). 
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	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  the	  One	  
	  
	  
	  
I didn’t choose my birth 

and I will never choose my death 

so how on earth while here on earth 

can I receive a new-born’s breath? 

  

I didn’t choose to live again 

but Jesus called me from the dead, 

but now I’m here I’m born again 

I know it as I know my head. 

  

You look the same if you ask me 

you are yourself, you cannot choose, 

you’re Lazarus as I am me, 

I’m Nicodemus, head of Jews. 

  

You are but wrapped up in yourself 

as I was wrapped up in graveclothes, 

you will receive a new-born self 

when you believe no more in oaths. 

  

This Nazarene, this man Jesus, 

I met him once, a one to one, 

but tell me this much Lazarus, 

do you believe he is the One? 

  



	  

	   17	  

 

This Nazarene is the Messiah, 

God has come in fleshly form, 

the Holy One of Psalms, Isaiah, 

entering to earth transform. 

  

So you say and so he says 

but many think it’s heresy, 

I see foul sinners on him gaze 

and think on holy prophecy. 

  

So you think and so we stink, 

there is none righteous, no not one, 

He is our righteousness, our link, 

His blood will mean God’s will is done. 
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Limited	  atonement	  7	  
	  
	  
 
That great chapter of John 10 might on one level seem benign and innocuous, 
with all its pastoral imagery and allusions to believers as sheep.  But make no 
mistake, however much the thief cometh not, but for to steal, and to kill, and 
to destroy (Jn 10:10), he is no match for the tender, mild sheep who has been 
called by Christ Jesus, the Good Shepherd.  And that, not because of any 
indwelling strength or relative goodness but solely because the Lord Himself 
came that they might have life, and that they might have it more 
abundantly (v. 10). 
 
Worldly loss and gain can do nothing to alter the destination of the believing 
sheep, although the trajectory might seem to go awry from time to 
time.  Eternity was the perspective from which the Godhood foreknew each 
one, and determined him or her to have life; not merely the chance to have 
life, the offer of potentially having life, or some inherent ability to choose or 
to lose the reward of life.  No, have life.  And not merely have life, 
but have it more abundantly, so that the spiritual richness of it might overflow 
and water every dimension of the believer’s internal tributaries.  For 
outwardly the believer might be being persecuted, in hospital, suffering from 
disappointments, temptations or equally be being goaded on by worldly 
successes, acclaim, distinctions and high honours. 
 
What matters, though, is that the believer has life, and has it not to self but 
with others, believers and unbelievers alike.  For it is not theirs to begin with, 
seeing as life is not just life but the glorious person of the Lord Jesus Christ, 
the One who cannot lie proclaiming Himself to BE the life (Jn 
14:6).  Therefore to hoard or squirrel away something that does not and 
cannot belong to you is the height of foolish ingratitude.  Christ Jesus IS the 
life; to have the life is to have Him; to lose your life is to have Him. 
 
Only those who are chosen are honoured to share with others what never 
belonged to them in the first place.  All who are left to their own devices are in 
effect antagonists to the life, consciously or unconsciously endeavouring to 
undermine all that Christ achieved at Calvary; claiming to give, to save, to 
create, they are actually aiming to steal, and to kill, and to destroy.  Some do it 
one way, some another, some in good conscience, some with no conscience, 
some with a bad conscience, and yet all who have not life represent the 
philosophy, ideals and hubris of Satan, ergo the judgement and everlasting 
punishment of souls who would not come when bid, all in accordance with the 
sovereign will of God. 
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New	  born	   	  
	  

	  
 

Oh look upon that new born foal, 

it can’t stand up yet knows its goal, 

it knows its steps were measured hence, 

it fears no flesh, no farm or fence. 

  

Oh gaze upon that new born lamb, 

it can’t yet skip but knows its sham, 

it knows the way, the truth, the life, 

it fears no worldling, wielding knife. 

  

Oh see that lowly new born calf, 

it can’t yet move but yet can laugh, 

it knows its time on earth must end, 

it fears no means that can but end. 

  

Oh wonder at that new born kid, 

it can’t get up but knows it’s bid, 

it knows the Father, Spirit, Son, 

it fears no evil, ‘It is done’. 
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Irresistible	  grace	  7	  
	  
	  
	  
While there would seem to be an element of choice in Ruth’s cleaving to godly 
old Naomi, the reality is that she was drawn to choose by God’s irresistible 
grace.  In human terms there was nothing to attract her to a life of 
uncertainty, away from her ethnic heritage and more comfortable channels of 
blood and birth.  Orpah kissed (Ru 1:14) Naomi, using her worldly-minded 
common sense to take the advice given to her, advice which in Ruth’s case was 
overruled for her eternal good.  God’s testing, then, is for our own benefit and 
His glory, because from His side the outcome is never in doubt.  For example, 
the words When she saw that she was stedfastly minded to go with her, then 
she left speaking unto her (Ru 1:18) give us much assurance that our seeking 
shall not be in vain.  However, from the perspective of our holy Father He has 
sovereignly bestowed upon us that seeking heart and that trusting mind in the 
first place and it would be madness to claim otherwise:  For who maketh thee 
to differ from another? and what hast thou that thou didst not receive? now if 
thou didst receive it, why dost thou glory, as if thou hadst not received it? (1 
Cor 4:7). 
 
The chain of events which then occurred from Ruth’s human perspective, were 
no doubt filled with prayerful waiting, emotional trembling, mental trusting, 
physical walking by faith alone, unsure of exactly how things would pan out 
but nevertheless rolling her cares upon the blessed, promised Seed.  The Bible 
speaks in very human terms when the Holy Spirit breathed out these words: 
[…] and her hap was to light on a part of the field belonging unto Boaz […] 
(2:3); and then Boaz came (2:4), Boaz answered (2:11), Boaz 
commanded (2:15); Ruth then came softly, and uncovered his feet, and laid 
her down (3:7) . . . as if any of these events were ever in any doubt and not 
ordained before time began by our heavenly Father.  He even overruled the 
heart of Ruth’s nearest kinsman: And he said, I will redeem it (4:4) . . . for I 
cannot redeem it (4:6), permitting him to tie himself up in worldly-minded 
nonsense. 
 
Thus nothing in this life of ours is left to chance, because chance ultimately 
does not exist, every sparrow being known by God, as the very hairs of your 
head are all numbered (Mt 10:29, 30).  What then with those notions of 
human achievement, personal genius, right to choose, Machiavellian 
machination?  Into the gutter of delusion with them, while the golden thread 
of HIS story is slowly but surely threading soul to soul to soul through the 
perfect God-man in whom Ruth was irresistibly, graciously entwined: 
 
Abraham begat Isaac; and Isaac begat Jacob; and Jacob begat Judas and his 
brethren; and Judas begat Phares and Zara of Thamar; and Phares begat 
Esrom; and Esrom begat Aram; and Aram begat Aminadab; and Aminadab 
begat Naasson; and Naasson begat Salmon; and Salmon begat Booz of 
Rachab; and Booz begat Obed of Ruth; and Obed begat Jesse; and Jesse 
begat David the king; and David the king begat Solomon of her that had been 
the wife of Urias; and Solomon begat Roboam; and Roboam begat Abia; and 
Abia begat Asa; and Asa begat Josaphat; and Josaphat begat Joram; and 
Joram begat Ozias; and Ozias begat Joatham; and Joatham begat Achaz; and 
Achaz begat Ezekias; and Ezekias begat Manasses; and Manasses begat Amon; 
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and Amon begat Josias; and Josias begat Jechonias and his brethren, about 
the time they were carried away to Babylon: and after they were brought to 
Babylon, Jechonias begat Salathiel; and Salathiel begat Zorobabel; and 
Zorobabel begat Abiud; and Abiud begat Eliakim; and Eliakim begat Azor; 
and Azor begat Sadoc; and Sadoc begat Achim; and Achim begat Eliud; and 
Eliud begat Eleazar; and Eleazar begat Matthan; and Matthan begat Jacob; 
and Jacob begat Joseph the husband of Mary, of whom was born Jesus, who 
is called Christ (Matthew 1:2-16). 
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	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  One	  among	  us	  
	  
	  
	  

As every seed hath not a claim 

until the sun draws out its need, 

we grow up self content in frame, 

until the Son exposes need. 

  

So Ruth did labour in the field, 

expecting nothing for her time, 

till Boaz wondered, then did yield, 

in God Almighty’s perfect time. 

  

For every plant there is a plan, 

a blueprint made before the stars, 

some go to seed, some can’t, some can, 

some turn to God, some worship stars. 

  

As Ruth obeyed old Naomi, 

Boaz obeyed eternal God, 

defying all astronomy, 

Ruth’s womb would bear a womb for God. 

  

So every tree of life among us 

inwardly hath streams of tears, 

behold the holy One among us, 

crucified and scorned with jeers! 
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Perseverance	  of	  the	  saints	  7	  
	  

	  
	  
Creatures are inherently conditional, and in this sense are very different from 
our Creator who unconditionally loved souls before Creation.  As it was with 
David (I love the LORD, because he hath heard my voice and my 
supplications Ps 116:1) so it was with Paul (We love him, because he first loved 
us 1 Jn 4:19), and so it is with us.  We live our lives in response to the motions 
of God toward us, and are in no way free agents; our evangelistic love for 
others the pale reflection of His initiating love toward us. 
 
The key to sanctifying perseverance is to turn from self and to the Lord, as 
seen by those sixteen utterances of LORD in that most blessed Psalm 116.  The 
Holy Spirit carefully delineates the struggles of the believer:  trouble and 
sorrow (v.3), brought low (v.6), tears […] falling (v.8), greatly afflicted (v.10), 
before showing the blessings:  benefits (v.12), cup of salvation (v.13), sacrifice 
of thanksgiving (v.17), vows […] presence of all his people ( v.18).  It is a 
consolation and encouragement to see such a godly and instrumental believer 
as David going through many of the same things we still endure today, 
negative and positive. 
 
The marrow of this psalm upon which a Christian may manducate is not 
merely to turn but to prayerfully resort with increasing frequency and 
sincerity to our risen Saviour, the soul’s true rest (v.7), meanwhile learning 
through sometimes hard experience that we are presently in the valley of the 
shadow of death (Ps 23:4).  This world is currently bent on achieving a social 
and sexual utopia at the end of a morally perverted rainbow, when at root it is 
a spiritual training ground for God’s people who will walk before the LORD in 
the land of the living (Ps 116:9). 
 
Do you believe you will be among them?  If not, then hurry: 
 
And the Spirit and the bride say, Come. And let him that heareth say, Come. 
And let him that is athirst come. And whosoever will, let him take the water of 
life freely  (Rev 22:17). 
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	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  Oh	  holy	  God	  
	  
	  
	  

Oh holy God, Almighty Father 

close to us though we think farther, 

ever there in time of need 

Thou Self sufficient, without need. 

  

Oh holy God, divine Creator 

righteous, gracious, no dictator, 

not a tyrant we must please 

not one who says ‘Yes’ to appease. 

  

Oh holy God, triumphant Saviour 

You outstripped our best behaviour, 

how can we without Thee live 

we ever take, You ever give. 

  

Oh holy God, most Holy Spirit 

who will cry and You won’t hear it? 

still we grieve Thee every day 

turning to Thee not all the way! 
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	  	  Sola	  scriptura	  8	  
	  

	  
	  
In nearly all arenas of the world there is no meeting of minds, no searching of 
Scripture, no examination of foundations or basic assumptions.  There is 
increasing hatred, fury, scorn and persecution of those who dare to represent 
and articulate the full extent of the Gospel.  And that is precisely why the truth 
is so important, why every soul upon this earth needs to hear it so that each 
one may consider the person of Jesus Christ:  And Paul, as his manner was, 
went in unto them, and three sabbath days reasoned with them out of the 
scriptures (Acts 17:2).  His agenda, as ours should be, was not academic but 
actual compassion:  Now while Paul waited for them at Athens, his spirit was 
stirred in him, when he saw the city wholly given to idolatry (v. 16). 
 
Vested interests, deep-seated prejudices, financial survival and career kudos 
hold sway in the minds of the majority.  Paul in Acts 17, for instance, is not in 
trouble because of the truth which he is expounding, but because the Jews 
which believed not, moved with envy (v. 5).  He threatens their status, 
credibility, rectitude, as echoed in many a state-sponsored ‘inclusive’ church 
of modern times.  The Jews of Thessalonica were the noble exceptions who 
proved the rule in that they received the word with all readiness of mind, and 
searched the scriptures daily, whether those things were so (v. 11).  How few 
are there in our day or in any day who are hungering for righteousness and 
holding preachers and teachers to account, doing a personal litmus test of 
Scriptural verification. 
 
Paul in Acts 19 is seen not as an antagonist to truth but a financial threat to 
the craftsmen who were peddling their wares based on the cult worship of 
Diana: […] Sirs, ye know that by this craft we have our wealth (v. 
25).  Similarly, in a modern UK setting one can only imagine the reaction if a 
faithful, fearless preacher of the Gospel were to start preaching Christ in a 
state-school assembly, House of Commons debate or popular evening 
television chat show; the whole city likewise would be filled with confusion (v. 
29) and steps would be taken to ban such ‘hate speech’ from occurring again, 
above all because their craft is in danger to be set at nought (v. 27), their 
credibility exposed as wilful self assertion. 
 
Paul in Acts 22 lays bare his soul and witnesses both to his impeccable 
credentials as a Jew and his conversion through Jesus Christ.  However, he is 
met not with soul searching or Scriptural consideration so much as blood 
hatred in the form of an immediate death threat from his own:  And they gave 
him audience unto this word, and then lifted up their voices, and said, Away 
with such a fellow from the earth: for it is not fit that he should live (v. 22). 
There are many modern-day countries where there is little to no respect for 
human rights and one can be put to death for daring to convert away from the 
state religion or ideology.  Like Paul, therefore, may we champion the Bible 
alone, believing all things which are written in the law and in the 
prophets (Act 24:14), seeking to have always a conscience void of offence 
toward God, and toward men (v. 16). 
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The	  Light	  
 
 

This whole world is based on falsehood 

shrouded as we are in selfhood, 

living life without despair 

each day as though death were not there. 

  

This vain planet calls each good 

not seeing that not one is good, 

for if we felt that God was there 

we’d crash this system, devil’s lair. 

  

This old sphere doth chase its tail 

calling the Bible’s truth a tale, 

creating rules for every right 

not seeing that not one is right. 

  

This young ball is moving braille 

with faith alone grasping its grail, 

unworthy soul, saved by the Light 

no one but Jesus knows your flight. 
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	  	  	  	  	  Sola	  fide	  8	  

	  

There are some notably stalwart examples throughout church history; the 
apostle Paul or Martin Luther come to mind, in which there is no doubt that 
they were 100% all for the Lord, a willing bondservant or slave of Christ, 
‘bound’ to do His will in that term’s greatest sense.  For most Christians, 
though, I would think that such clarity and Christ-centredness is not quite so 
apparent in the hurly burly of everyday life.  There are seasons of great zeal 
followed by seasons of relative coldness; times when the heart is on fire for the 
Lord yet others when a choice has to be made or there is a conflict 
(providentially arranged) which forces one to take a stand or if not to repent of 
it later. 

Whom have I in heaven but thee? and there is none upon earth that I desire 
beside thee (Ps 73:25) is the cry of a believer whose feet were almost gone, 
whose steps had well nigh slipped (v. 2), the thought of a soul who realised the 
only important thing in life is to know the Lord and to walk in His ways.  If the 
heart has never fallen in love with God, though, then there is only coldness 
and deadness which will manifest itself in time.  Lot’s wife, for 
example, became a pillar of salt (Gen 19:26) because, spiritually speaking, her 
heart was already a rocky wasteland devoid of the love of God.  Her turning 
away from the Lord was not an especially momentous crossroads but rather 
the culmination of the habit of a lifetime. 
 
Perhaps the hardest thing to repent of is one’s own righteousness.  Paul in 
Philippians 3 explains how self confidence, trust, being circumcised, 
ethnic stock, Benjamin-Hebrew-Pharisee pedigree, zeal and righteousness (v. 
4-6) were terrible stumbling-blocks which had to be seen for what were were 
– worthless idols, before he could come to faith in Christ.  How many in our 
day are proud of being of their race, nationality, gender, class or career 
position?  How many look in the mirror and instead of seeing a wretched 
sinner behold a decent, fairly righteous sort of a person?  If these things ring 
true for you, dear reader, then may you start to throw them out of the basket 
of your life in order for Christ to fill you with the air of true faith, that you may 
ascend heavenward through Him. 
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Slave	  

 

Slave of Satan, slave of Christ 

no free will, third way, one or other, 

son of Satan, son of Christ 

living for self or sister, brother. 

  

Serving sin or serving Christ 

no middle pathway, one of two, 

married to sin, married to Christ 

the single life you cannot do. 

  

Loving Mammon, loving Christ 

no compromise, you can’t love both, 

dying for gain, alive in Christ 

gaining but loss, eternal growth. 

  

Born of Adam, born of Christ 

no birth without inheritance, 

this world wide web ensared the Christ 

His breaking, our deliverance. 
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Sola	  gratia	  8	  

 

It is a remarkable thing that God the Spirit would allow Himself to be grieved 
(Eph 4:30).  The implication of softness comes from our own inability to 
understand the holiness and loving-kindness of our Creator.  Rather than have 
us severely chastised, justly cast down or righteously destroyed, the Holy 
Spirit treats us like a loving friend, as if such a comparatively microscopic 
entity as ‘human’ could in any way operate on the same plane as Almighty 
God.  I would suggest that a grieving of sorts occurs whenever we begin a day 
or an event without In the beginning God being uppermost in our thoughts, 
and In the beginning me, myself and I spreads like poison. 
 
Similarly, Jacob was permitted to wrestle with the pre-incarnate Son of God 
(Gen 32), in infinite condescension and amazing grace.  Who would have 
thought that such a tricky character as he would have had the privilege of 
having his heart plumbed and intentions fathomed by the triumphant, Satan-
conquering Saviour.  And yet God would have it so.  When we look at how 
disappointing we are and tremble with fear over our shortcomings, let us 
remember that God deigns to wrestle with such a worm as you, in order for 
your faith to flex itself through your spiritual travails. 

When God the Father treats us as if we were worthy recipients of heavenly 
advice, calling us My son repeatedly throughout the Book of Proverbs, then let 
us rejoice with undeserved joy and thanksgiving.  We really deserve nothing, 
and are in a relationship which rightly belongs to none other than Jesus 
Christ.  Each of us is indebted to His amazing journey from heaven to earth, 
sin-shattering substitutionary atonement, and ongoing shepherding of our 
wayward, peer-pressured lives into His eternal fold.  Let us recognise 
ourselves in a fellow criminal, and along with him rest in the Verily I say unto 
thee, To day shalt thou be with me in paradise (Lk 23:43). 
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But	  God 

 

Oh Lord Thy grace constraineth 

as it chasteneth and traineth, 

for we’ve won and yet are almost caught 

through snares and struggles we are taught. 

  

Oh Lord Thy grace doth liberate 

yet labours with us to frustrate, 

for all the plans that come from pride 

the Spirit scans then casts aside. 

  

Oh Lord Thy grace doth life impart 

enabling us to stand apart, 

for if it vanished just one hour 

we’d buckle, sin, despair and cower. 

  

Oh Lord Thy grace doth never hoard 

but freely gives, not for reward, 

for all the glory is of God 

no mind can fathom God but God. 
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Solo	  Christo	  8	  

 

There is a tendency within us either to worship or demonise the creature at 
the drop of a hat.  The Melitians, for example, labelled Paul a murderer (Act 
28:4) due to his being attacked by a snake, only to label him a god a few verses 
later (v. 6).  Similarly, multitudes (Mt 11:7) were quick to label John the 
Baptist and the Lord Jesus demon-possessed (v. 18), gluttonous, 
a winebibber, and sinful (v. 19).  In the same chapter the Holy One whom we 
all should have worshipped graciously commands people everywhere to Come 
unto ME (v. 28), Take MY yoke upon you, and learn of ME (v. 29). 
 
People are so ready and willing to worship in ways which in reality allow them 
to dwell in sinful self indulgence and abandonment: Aliens, the Multiverse, AI, 
Atheism, Eastern mysticism, Hedonism, SF, movies, games, sports, narratives 
and novelties capture and fuel our ungodly imaginations.  Meanwhile, 
that man of sorrows makes us uncomfortable, squeamish, embarrassed at 
best.  As we despised and esteemed him not then (Is 53:3), so do we, have we, 
will we, always.  It is the hidden principle of sin within us. 
 
Or we worship a dead Christ, a distant Christ, an unknowable Christ, one who 
bears no resemblance to the Christ of the gospels.  The woman of Samaria, for 
instance, was amazed not only at the identity of the Messiah, I that speak unto 
thee am he, but that such a one as HIM should deign to speak with such a one 
as her: Jesus saith unto her (Jn 4:26).  Well, friend, you and I are one with 
this unworthy recipient of grace.  Not a single one of us can be said to be 
worthy of His presence, godly care, sanctifying attention.  May it be that as 
Christ is the light (Jn 8:12) so God will say Let there be light (Gen 1:3) in you. 
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The	  death	  of	  sin	  
	  
	  

Not what He looked like that did count 

but only Him, His life did count, 

He was the first-born from the dead 

He is the church, the body’s Head. 

  

Not what He taught that showed the way 

but He Himself, He is the way, 

our prayers and thoughts rely on Him 

our Father’s light filters through Him. 

  

Not just His actions qualified 

but that it was Him, He has died, 

for none created could have paid 

for all created He has made. 

  

Not what He bore outwardly shows 

and what He suffered no one knows, 

the pain of sin, His agony 

the death of sin, for you and me. 
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Soli	  Deo	  Gloria	  8	  

	  

If it were true that there were one that could doeth good (Rom 3:12) upon the 
face of this earth, then indeed that second table of the moral law, 
commandments 5-10 would have been kept by a fellow human being.  There 
would in deed have been a righteous person (v.10) for whom not an instant of 
earthly time was spent in uncharitable, unclean or unwise thoughts or 
motions toward a fellow human. 
 
However, even if there were such a one there would still remain that hurdle of 
commandments 1-4; not only one’s attitude or behaviour toward fellow 
creatures but toward the Creator.  Such a one would have to be a person that 
understandeth and seeketh after God (v. 11) throughout all their days.  While 
false religions promote certain human idols into such a position the truth is 
that there never has been or will be such a person, aside from the Holy One 
who tabernacled in human flesh but was God manifest in the flesh (1 Tim 
3:16). 
 
When we think upon what we would have been without His incarnation and 
atonement, indeed what we are aside from Him (although believers are 
forever IN Him), it is mind-boggling.  Along with the psalmist we may 
think What is man, that thou art mindful of him? and the son of man, that 
thou visitest him? (Ps 8:4).  What is man, indeed, but a constantly erupting 
scandal born unto trouble, as the sparks fly upward (Job 5:7); any newspaper 
will confirm this. And so we entrust our lives to our Father in heaven who 
knows us better than we know ourselves, caring deeply for each one of us, 
leading us to  

 
praise the name of the LORD: 

 
for his name alone is excellent; 

 
his glory is above the earth and heaven 

 
(Ps 148:13). 
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God	  in	  man	  

 

Oh God in man, a paradox 

like mind in brain, or time in clocks, 

and so we trust in God as man 

for all in Adam God did ban. 

  

Oh God in man, yet infinite 

dwelling with sinners, obstinate, 

through Christ He can be forgiving, 

condemning souls, ever living. 

  

Oh God in man, a mystery 

like humans’ ancient history, 

and so we trust His Anointed 

BC, AD, God appointed. 

  

Oh God in man, a burning bush 

how all our sins against Him push, 

for He alone is holy, kind 

we’re counterfeit, forging mankind. 
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Total	  depravity	  8	  

	  

It is a remarkable thing that that wretched thief or immoral woman were, in 
their heavenly states, superior to John the Baptist (he that is least in the 
kingdom of God is greater than he Lk 7:28) or Mary (Woman, what have I to 
do with thee? mine hour is not yet come Jn 2:4) in their earthly states. 
 
In the flesh, the very greatest, kindest, cleanest, most faithful people are as 
yet earthern vessels in which the treasure (2 Cor 4:7) of Jesus Christ is 
bestowed, or not.  In the case of John the Baptist and Mary it manifestly was, 
but until they were actually away from this world and in heaven the indwelling 
presence of their old natures rendered them unfit to be, at least experientially, 
with the angels and redeemed multitudes who dwell in immortal bliss with 
God. 
 
Lest we get ahead of ourselves, may we remember our own actual states in this 
present worldly realm.  It is not possible to be as we want to be until the time 
when we are actually with the Holy One in that ultimate sense.  Nevertheless, 
we rejoice greatly that the day is coming when we shall indeed be all we wish 
to be; no longer saved-sinners requiring hope and faith but finally 
consummated, agape dwellers in Christ.  For now we see through a glass, 
darkly; but then face to face: now I know in part; but then shall I know even as 
also I am known (1 Cor 13:12). 
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	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  Mary,	  Mary	  

	  

Mary, Mary, quite contrary 

knowing well you do not vary 

from the rest of God’s creation 

by Him blessed though no relation. 

  

Mary, Mary, quite contrary 

hating what’s unnecessary, 

adding to God’s mighty grace 

idolatry, towards your face! 

  

Mary, Mary, quite contrary 

seeing how the pope’s contrary 

to the Christ of light and love 

stealing the role of vicar, dove. 

  

Mary, Mary, quite contrary 

weeping once at Calvary, 

praising for ever Jesu’s name 

the One you bore, who bore your blame. 
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Unconditional	  election	  8	  

 

How different it is to dwell in the kingdom of God rather than the kingdom of 
this world, where Ye know that the princes of the Gentiles exercise dominion 
over them, and they that are great exercise authority upon them (Mt 
20:25).  The Prince of Peace, contrarily, sought to rub shoulders with us, seeks 
to minister to us, to offer us a way out of the wearying demands of human 
ego and ceaseless office politics: For my yoke is easy, and my burden is 
light (Mt 11:30). 
 
How different it is to be in church on the Lord’s Day than to be in the cross-
fire of the slings and arrows of outrageous worldliness from Monday to 
Saturday.  Believers in Christ are not competitors with one another so much as 
convicted, guilty sinners, united in their acceptance in the Beloved, amazed 
and glad simply to be a doorkeeper in the house of my God, than to dwell in 
the tents of wickedness (Ps 84:10). 
 
How different it is to be ruled by the One who truly cares for us, who 
proclaims I am with you alway, even unto the end of the world (Mt 
28:20); through our personal ups and downs, triumphs and backslidings, 
fears and intimations of eternal glory.  In which worldly organisation(s) is the 
boss or line-manager someone so accommodating, so willing to manifest such 
fatherly, shepherdly care, 24-7? 
 
How different from aloof genius is our Father in heaven.  It wasn’t enough for 
God (the Son) to take our place and die for us, thus paying off our 
mountainous sin-debt.  He made it so we would be in-dwelt with the Holy 
Spirit and gradually transformed through His infinite condescension to our 
finite, limited capacity.  And so as we meditate upon His inherent greatness 
(Far above all principality, and power, and might, and dominion, and every 
name that is named, not only in this world, but also in that which is to 
come Eph 1:21), we who have been elected ought more often to be 
dumbfounded by the exceeding greatness of his power to us-ward who believe, 
according to the working of his mighty power (v. 19). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



	  

	   38	  

	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  God’s	  elect 

 

God’s elect are not elite, 

for they were rescued 

from defeat. 

 

God’s elect are not in queue, 

for hierarchy’s our 

human view. 

 

God’s elect are not alone, 

for through One’s work 

One’s faith will hone. 

 

God’s elect are not all here, 

for God in time has 

more to shear. 
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Limited	  atonement	  8	  

	  

It is futile to go looking for causality when considering the faith of a believer; 
one we know at our local church or one from the Scriptures.  When we look at 
Abraham, for example, no explanation is given as to why Nahor or Haran, his 
brothers in the flesh, were passed over and Abraham favoured.  If we look in, 
around, before, after that momentous verse of calling, there is nothing outside 
of the holy will of God that seems to have initiated it:  Now the LORD had said 
unto Abram, Get thee out of thy country, and from thy kindred, and from thy 
father’s house, unto a land that I will shew thee (Gen 12:1). 
 
In the case of the apostle Paul, there is even a negative reason why he 
should not have received the gift of eternal life, and yet in God’s mysterious 
will … suddenly there shined round about him a light from heaven (Acts 
9.3).  In the case of Jonah there is no narrative build up but simply Now the 
word of the LORD came unto Jonah the son of Amittai (Jon 1:1).  In Peter’s 
case, the Lord used Andrew’s instrumentality: And he brought him to 
Jesus (1:42), there being a sense of a servant doing his Master’s bidding: And 
when Jesus beheld him, he said, Thou art Simon the son of Jona: thou shalt be 
called Cephas, which is by interpretation, A stone (v. 42). 
 
And so it is not for us to know why some are saved and others not, for it 
is … according to his good pleasure which he hath purposed in himself 
(Eph 1:9).  We should be glad that some are saved at all; overjoyed that the 
number of the saved far exceeds our capacity for calculation:  … I will multiply 
thy seed as the stars of the heaven, and as the sand which is upon the sea 
shore; and thy seed shall possess the gate of his enemies (Gen 22:17).  The 
question, dear reader, is whether you are among the starry host, the sandy 
multitude of souls who are trusting in Christ alone for salvation, having 
reached the end of self. 
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Follow	  not	  

 

Follow not your heart but Christ 

your heart’s deceitful above all, 

if Abraham were not of Christ 

he’d have refused Moriah’s call. 

  

Follow not your heart but Christ 

your heart is wretched, divided, 

as Saul of Tarsus died in Christ 

apostle Paul rose from the dead. 

  

Follow not your heart but Christ 

your heart is ticking as your clock, 

if Jonah were not called of Christ 

he’d have been happy, moored at dock. 

  

Follow not your heart but Christ 

your heart betrays a coward’s will, 

as Peter was beloved of Christ 

his mouth’s betrayal did not kill. 
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Irresistible	  grace	  8	  

 

While many might think that a mere encounter with Christ Jesus would make 
one an instant believer, Cleopas and friend were privileged to walk beside the 
risen Saviour but would only later come to realise who He was:  And they said 
one to another, Did not our heart burn within us, while he talked with us by 
the way, and while he opened to us the scriptures? (Lk 24:32).  It was not that 
their hearts burned merely by being in the presence of Deity, although they 
certainly did.  It was more the powerful force of Scripture being applied to the 
heart by the Holy Spirit which was the source of their overwhelmment. 
 
Speaking reverently, a beautified, speechless Christ embalmed in wood or a 
worldly, politicised Christ cannot produce this effect.  However, the royal, 
risen Christ communing with the awakened, penitent heart of a believer can 
and will.  Thomas is another example:  Jesus saith unto him, Thomas, because 
thou hast seen me, thou hast believed: blessed are they that have not seen, 
and yet have believed (Jn 20:24).  ‘They’ and indeed we have not literally seen 
Christ in the flesh but have spiritually discerned Him in His word.  Whether 
in Psalm 22, Isaiah 9 or Colossians 1, it is the same Jesus who has been 
apprehended by the irresistibly drawn, elected soul. 
 
And so it is today, if one dares to faithfully articulate and proclaim the 
righteousness of God and sinfulness of man in any forum other than a solidly 
Bible-believing congregation.  Man is totalitarian by nature, and if one refuses 
to Cast in thy lot among us; let us all have one purse (Pro 1:14) then in worldly 
terms there is hell to pay.  I pray that many believers will be moved to pay 
this ignorantly termed ‘hell’ for the sake of those pitifully wretched lost souls 
who will one day have to pay its real price if they do not repent.  The true 
Saviour of this world is also its Judge, and will not spare any who have 
persisted in spurning Him at every juncture: 
 
Because I have called, and ye refused; I have stretched out my hand, and no 
man regarded; but ye have set at nought all my counsel, and would none of my 
reproof: I also will laugh at your calamity; I will mock when your fear cometh; 
when your fear cometh as desolation, and your destruction cometh as a 
whirlwind; when distress and anguish cometh upon you (v. 24-27). 
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He	  is	  love	  

	  

To Cleopas then to Thomas, 

Christ appeared then disappeared, 

the Holy One who came as Jesus, 

Maker of each hair, each beard. 

  

But at first they saw not Him, 

for He just went along with them, 

as we are they were, just as dim, 

as unprepared as Bethlehem. 

  

Yet as God foresees all error, 

He rebukes, reveals His plan, 

always in love yet also terror, 

knowing well the heart of man. 

  

For Cleopas and for Thomas, 

Christ gave up His life revered, 

for them and us God came as Jesus, 

righteous men plucked out His beard! 
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Perseverance	  of	  the	  saints	  8	  

 

In John 6 we see the reality that the Christian world is divided between those 
who accept and understand the deep things of God's word, and those who do 
not.  Many were offended at the Master's teaching: ... no man can come unto 
me, except it were given unto him of my Father (v. 65).  As at present, so in 
that day there was general antipathy towards our Lord's much-maligned 
doctrine of election (a.k.a. Calvinism):  From that time many of his disciples 
went back, and walked no more with him (v. 66). 

The Lord Jesus openly erodes all sense of human control and puts all the 
capacity and determination in God's court where it belongs.  Those who are 
given to believe this are looked at askance by the mainstream (at best 
lightweight, at worst false) Christianity of the day, and so suffer various forms 
of disapproval and marginalisation.  To such the Lord asks ... Will ye also go 
away? (v. 67), the reply revealing how fundamentally Christ-bound 
true Christians are: ... Lord, to whom shall we go? thou hast the words of 
eternal life (v. 68). 

The emphasis is put not so much upon the believer's believing as upon the 
One being believed being eminently worthy and originative of 
such devotion.  As God has before time sovereignly elected a people for 
Himself, ergo these people will persevere through the rain, floods and winds 
of their lives, their belief an inevitable corollary of the faith which has 
been granted them:  And we believe and are sure that thou art that Christ, the 
Son of the living God (v. 69). 

Believers will find themselves being drawn more and more into 
holy preoccupation with the things of Christ, believing both that God has 
irrevocably ... predestinated us unto the adoption of children by Jesus Christ 
to himself ... (Eph 1:5) while there still exists a prayerful struggle for ongoing 
sanctification; a tightrope in which salvation is both a fait accompli and a 
work in progress:  Brethren, I count not myself to have apprehended: but this 
one thing I do, forgetting those things which are behind, and reaching forth 
unto those things which are before, I press toward the mark for the prize of 
the high calling of God in Christ Jesus (Phil 3:13-14). 
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a	  plea	  

	  

No tears of water do I cry 

though inwardly each day I die 

to sin residing still in me 

to Satan daily willing me. 

  

No evil do I cultivate 

in sin I used to celebrate, 

I seek to live beyond the veil 

in Christ whose body did prevail. 

  

Oh Lord please keep me, soften, guard 

for how my heart soon groweth hard, 

please bring me back when I do alter 

let me be a living altar. 

  

Oh dear Lord please guide my hand 

please pen me in to holy land, 

reveal to me Thy church’s wolves 

include me in what Christ devolves. 

 

	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  


